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HOW NICE OF YOU TO JOIN US 

 

HOW THIS WORKS 

Grab a Bible (we will be using the ESV) and a good journal. These two things, along 

with this study, is everything you need to begin The Gospels: The Costs of 

Discipleship. As you press on, we will be standing on the sideline cheering for you 

and ready to offer a hand if you want one. You’ll notice that we have set out a 

week's worth of study. Feel free to self-pace the study to fit your life. Whether that 

looks like one sitting spent at a coffee shop or seven breakfast table quiet times is 

up to you. Remember, a deeper relationship with Christ is the prize; so don’t worry 

about when, where, or how much you get done. Start wherever you can, and grow 

from there.  

 

While you grow, we can support you in several ways. Our website, 

ReachingHer.com, is equipped with a Resource Page that helps to explain all the 

different Bible study tools we use throughout the study. Everywhere you see an 

underlined resource, there is a coordinating description on the online Resource 

Page on the website.  A weekly blog about The Gospels: The Costs of Discipleship 

will communicate what we are learning, and if you need encouragement, then we 

have a social media community and a Pep Talk waiting for you. There will also be 

Reaching Further portions to pursue if you’d like to go a bit deeper into the study. 

Finally, when you get to the end of each week’s lesson you will see a section for 

Discipling Her. This is designed to use when you come together in community and 

can be an effective tool for leaders, groups, or communal discussions. Please join 

our online community by tagging @ReachingHer in your group pictures and 

personal posts and adding #reachingherlovesthegospels.  

 
 

To the depth of our beings, we believe the Bible is buried treasure. But unfortunately, 

not many people consider studying their Bible a worthwhile investment. We hope 

the reason you are reading this introduction right now is because you want to see for 

yourself what kind of treasure this Book holds. Honestly, we are so excited to have 

you here.  

 

Part of our goal in this study is to push you to think and wrestle with Scripture on your 

own. We aren’t going to tell you what to think or believe, but we are going to give 

you the tools to start digging. 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/bible-versions/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/pep-talk/
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WEEK 1 // COUNTING THE COSTS 
 

Welcome to our third look at The Gospels! We are so excited that you are joining us 

for The Gospels: The Costs of Discipleship. This study can be done independently or 

in conjunction with our first two Gospels study - The Gospels: Becoming a Disciple of 

Jesus and The Gospels: Appointed and Equipped. Here we go! 

 

Throughout the Gospels, there is much about the Discipleship relationship between 

Jesus and His chosen 12. The disciples took notice of Him, came alongside Him to 

see His ministry, heeded the call to follow and become apostles, and accepted 

their appointment as they were equipped for their journey forward. 

 

We’ll start this study by getting an idea of what we want to get out of the Gospels 

when we count the costs of discipleship. We will be looking to answer 3 guiding 

questions throughout: 

 

1. Jesus: Who is He so that I may know Him better? So that I may be like Him? 

2. The Gospel: What is the message of good news that has changed me? What 

is the message with which I “go and make disciples”? 

3. Discipleship: What is it? How did Jesus do it? And how can I do it? 

   

Reaching Her’s Definition of Discipleship: As I seek God, 

I intentionally come alongside someone to do life together with them 

for the pursual of their spiritual maturity. (Luke 10:27) 

 

 

Jesus and His disciples have already developed a deep relationship, they’ve 

covered many miles, and they’ve impacted multitudes. But all of this wasn’t without 

cost - for them and now for us. Let’s prayerfully delve once again into the gospels, 

and let’s identify what we have to be willing to sacrifice for our far greater reward. 

 

Reading for this week: Luke 9:18-62; Matthew 8:18-22, 10:16-42, 16:13-19:1; Mark 

8:27-9:50 

Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if 

time allows. 

 

 

What are the Costs of being a Disciple of Jesus? - Focus Passages: Luke 9:18-27, 57-

62; Matthew 10:34-42, 16:13-28; Mark 8:27-38 
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» It may help to begin by using our Summarizing Resource on these smaller 

sections of scripture. Then, let’s go back through and use our Listing Resource 

for the Costs of Discipleship - what Jesus is communicating is necessary for His 

followers to do. 

» Now, let’s look a little bit closer at our main costs found in all three passages. 

For each, let’s fill out the following table in our journals (there are some hints if 

you need them!): 

 

 What do we learn from 

our passages? 

What are some 

cross-references that 

will help us 

understand what this 

means? 

How do we do 

this in our lives 

today? 

Acknowledge the Who 

of Jesus 
 Start with John 14:6  

Deny Ourselves Check out Strong’s #533   
Take Up Our Cross 

Daily 

Check out Strong’s #4716 Start with Luke 14:27, 

Galatians 6:14 
 

Follow Jesus  
 

  

Lose Life to Save it Check out Strong’s #622 Start with 

Philippians3:4-11 
 

All in/Nothing Holding 

Back 

Focus on Luke 9:37-62 & 

Matthew 8:34-37 
  

 

» Considering what we have learned, how would we summarize the Costs of 

Discipleship in a few sentences? 

» Let’s compare this with a cross reference - Philippians 2:5-11. What do we 

learn about sacrifice? Was Jesus requiring something He wasn’t willing to do 

Himself? What awaited Jesus? 

» Reaching Further: Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to understand what 

we get in return for our costs throughout the rest of scripture. What awaits us as 

believers? 

» Some costs seem harder than others. Are there any costs that we are 

struggling with personally? Let’s take some time to use our Truths and 

Applications Resources here to identify what we want to take with us. 
 

Why is Jesus worth the Costs? - Focus Passages: Luke 9:28-45; Matthew 17:1-23; Mark 

9:2-29 

 

We’ve learned what Jesus has called us to do. Now, let’s look at two instances of 

His worthiness by reading from Luke, Matthew, and Mark while utilizing our 

Questioning Resource.  
 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» The Transfiguration 

o Let’s start by defining transfiguration in a common dictionary and 

applying it to what happened to Jesus. 

o Now, let’s ponder some questions: What details stood out? What did 

Jesus reveal about Himself? Why do you think He chose to do this? Why 

only reveal Himself to Peter, John, and James? What did God reveal 

about Jesus? Why was this proclamation important? 

o Let’s take a deeper look by using our Word Study Resource for 

Transfigured (Strong’s # 3339) and Glory (Strong’s # 1391). What do we 

learn? 

» Healing of a Demon Possessed Boy 

o What did the man ask of Jesus and what do we learn about the 

disciples from his request? 

o Let’s check out this earlier interaction between Jesus and the disciples 

from Mark 3:13-15 and 6:7-13. What had Jesus appointed the disciples to 

do?  

o If the disciples were appointed to cast out demons, then why were they 

unable to cast out this demon? Focus on Luke 9:41, Matthew 17:20-21, 

and Mark 9:29. 

o What do we learn about belief and faith from the father of this boy? 

Focus on Mark 9:21-25. How does this relate to the Costs of Discipleship? 

» Now, looking at both of these instances, what do we learn about Jesus that 

makes Him worth all those Costs of Discipleship? Feel free to jot down any 

Truths and/or Applications from these segments of scripture. 

 

Once we’ve accepted our costs, what do we do now? - Focus passages: Matthew 

10:16-33, 18-19:1; Mark 9:38-50 

We’ve seen Jesus relay the costs, show why the costs are worth everything, and 

now He is going to show how to live out the costs in a more practical light. As we 

read the above passages, let’s mark and list every 

command/instruction/directive/teaching given from Jesus to the disciples. 

» Which commands/teachings stood out? How would they have direct 

Application to our everyday lives? Which will you take with you this week? 

» Is there a theme(s) to all of these instructions? Considering He’s just pointed 

out the Costs of Discipleship, why would Jesus give these instructions now? 
 

Now before we wrap up for the week, two things: 

» This section of scripture wraps up Jesus’ ministry in Galilee - where is He 

headed now (see reading from the week)? What does that signify about 

what is coming next? 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What are the Costs of Discipleship?  

» Which costs are easy? Which are more difficult? 

» What makes Jesus worthy of these costs? 

» What keeps you from giving up your life and what the world has to offer? 

» Do you think the church does this well? 

» Which commands or teachings from Jesus affected you the most? 

 

» Let’s identify what we’ve learned specifically about Jesus, The Gospel, and 

Discipleship from our study so far. 

 

Jesus offered Himself freely to the disciples, but He was also forthright with what it 

was going to cost them. Most chose to sacrifice everything for Christ and a life 

following in His footsteps. The same is true for us. Jesus offers Himself, a far greater 

reward than anything we could ever get in this life. But we have to lay aside 

ourselves and what this world has to offer in order to give the Lord His proper 

place. Having Him is worth it. 

 

Let’s end in prayer in awe of the work of our Savior and humbly request 

endurance for the path we’ve chosen. 
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WEEK 2 // SENT BY GOD 

  
 We Are Sent by God 

Our second portion of scripture will address ourselves. So, let’s look at Luke 10-11:36.  

The disciples have entered a new phase of discipleship with Jesus. They now know 

that they must consider the price they will pay to be talmidim of Jesus as well as 

understanding the reward they will receive. On the heels of this truth Jesus will next 

begin to teach what it looks like for someone who is willing to count the cost to be 

sent by God. For just as Jesus was sent to us by the Father, so we too are to be sent 

out.  

 

Jesus Sent by God 

We will split this week’s scriptures into two portions; John comes first chronologically, 

so we will begin there. As we read John 7:2-8:59, let’s use our Key Words Resource 

to mark the words Believe and Sent.  

» These chapters take place during the Feast of Booths. Let’s gain some 

historical context by doing a discreet internet search of the Feast of Booths 

(also called Sukkot). Specifically let’s take note of what we learn about the 

water-drawing ceremony and the lighting of the giant candelabras. 

Understanding this context will make the return for studying these chapters 

that much more abundant! 

 

Being Sent by God Works on God’s Timing 

» Re-read John 7:2-9 and also review 7:30, 44-46, 8:20, 59. What do we learn?  

» How does God’s timing affect Jesus and His actions? How should 

understanding God’s timing affect us and our actions? 

 

Being Sent by God Causes Division 

» Re-read John 7:10-53. In our own words, let’s sum up what happens. Also, let’s 

use our Listing Resource to make a brief list of the different opinions people 

had about Jesus. Do we see people divided over what they believe about 

Jesus today?  

» Let’s make a brief list of we learn about Jesus, the One sent by God.  Are there 

any Truths and/or Applications we can draw for our lives using our Truths and 

Applications Resources? 

» Before we move on, we want to focus for a minute on verses 37-39. What is 

Jesus telling the multitudes? How does our historical context of Sukkot and the 

water-drawing ceremony make this passage more poignant? 

 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Being Sent by God Stops Condemnation 

» Re-read John 8:1-11 and sum up this true account in our own words.  

» What do we learn about Jesus? About compassion triumphing over justice? 

What were Jesus’ final words to the woman? How do we react to God’s 

compassion in our own lives? 

 

Being Sent by God Brings Light and Truth 

» Re-read John 8:12-59.   

» What do we learn about light? How does what we learned about Sukkot and 

the lighting of the giant candelabras make Jesus’ claim an amazing thing? 

» Who is Jesus teaching in verses 31-59? What does He teach them about truth? 

What do we come to realize about those who had “believed”? 

 

Reaching Further: To wrap up this section, let’s pause and look back over John 

chapters 7 & 8. Let’s do this by making two brief lists about the words we marked: 

Sent and Belief. 

» What do we learn about Jesus being sent? Do we gain any insight into Jesus’ 

relationship with His Father? Are there any Truths and/or Applications we can 

apply to our own relationship with our Heavenly Father? 

» What do we learn about belief? What kind of belief is it that Jesus wants us to 

have? (Let’s review 8:31.) What kind of belief did we see in the Jews? Did it 

affect their actions? What belief do we see in those around us? In ourselves? 

How does what we believe about Jesus affect us? 

 

Being Sent Out Brings the Kingdom of God Near 

» Re-read Luke 10:1-24, and let’s use our Questioning Resource on this scripture. 

What we do learn? 

» Why were the 70 sent? (Review verses 1 and 9.) Can we Apply this to our 

lives? 

» What were they to rejoice in? (Review verses 17 and 20.) Why was this 

important and how did it change their perspective? 

 

Being Sent Out Shows Love for Our Neighbor 

» Let’s re-read Luke 10:24-37 and sum up this account in our own words. What is 

Jesus teaching? What can we take away from this parable? Are there any 

Truths and/or Applications for us here? 

 

Being Sent Out Has a Heart That Listens 

» Re-read Luke 10:38-42 and try to boil down this scene into one main idea that 

we can take away. What is it that is necessary? What specifically gets in our 

way, pushing aside what is necessary? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Being Sent Out Has a Heart That Prays 

» Re-read Luke 11:1-13. Here we are given instructions on prayer. Let’s make a 

list of what these instructions are.  

» What to do we learn about God? What is His character and how does He 

respond to our prayer?  Does our prayer life look like we believe these things 

about God? If not, then let’s take some time to pray now, asking God to help 

us believe Truth and walk in it.  

 

Jesus was sent by God. What we choose to believe about this fact will change our 

lives. We can fall into confusion, grumbling, and division like the Jews or we can 

BELIEVE Him and have the light of life and have rivers of living water flowing from our 

innermost being. If we are willing to believe Him, will we then choose to be sent 

out? Are we willing to carry this Gospel to others? Take a moment and count the 

cost, then prayerfully make a choice.  
 

 

Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What did you learn about belief from this lesson? 

» Why does it matter that Jesus was sent from God the Father? 

» Are you sent from God? What does this look like in day-to-day life? 

» Do you listen to God? How? 

» What does your prayer life look like? Are there ways you want your prayer 

life to grow? 
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2 

 

WEEK 3 // THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
 

Last week we studied what it meant for Jesus to be sent by God. And we saw the 

personal implications for us as we recognized what it means that we are also 

chosen to be sent. It’s one of the tenets of our identities. Another tenet we’ll explore 

this week is that we are sheep being led and cared for by The Good Shepherd. 

There are wonderful implications for the way we choose to live if we grasp the 

depth of Jesus’ nature as we walk in the costs of discipleship - let’s discover them 

together! 

 

Reading for this week: Luke 11:37-13:21; John 10:1-39 

Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if 

time allows. 

 

Jesus is Our Good Shepherd 

This week we are going to spend the majority of our time in the Gospel of John. 

Let’s prayerfully read John 10:1-39 while using our Key Words and Listing Resources 

for the following: Jesus, Shepherd, Sheep.  

» Both shepherds and sheep have starring roles in these passages. Let’s identify 

why Jesus would use these as reference points to His audience by doing a 

couple of discretionary internet searches. What do we learn about shepherds 

during the time of Jesus? What do we learn about sheep in general? 

» Verses 1-10 

o Jesus speaks in a parable/figure of speech. Let’s identify the parable in 

our own words and then identify the explanation Jesus gives. 

o Let’s focus on verse 10. Who is the thief and what does he come to do? 

Why did Jesus come? 

o Now, let’s use our Word Study Resource for Abundant (Strong’s # 4053) 

and life (Strong’s # 2222). What do we learn about the type of life that 

Jesus came to bring? 

o Are there any Truths and/or Applications we can draw for our lives using 

our Truths and Applications Resources? Are we living the abundant life? 

What evidence will show an abundant life? 

» Verses 11-19 and verse 27 

o Let’s consider the following questions: What do we learn about Jesus as 

the Good Shepherd? What do we learn about His sheep? What do we 

learn about the relationship between Jesus and the Father in this 

passage? What do we learn about the Gospel from this passage? 

o The word Know (Strong’s # 1097) is repeated quite a bit in these verses. 

Let’s go back and mark this Key Word and do a Word Study to grasp its 

true meaning. 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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 What can we grasp about this type of Knowing considering the 

following cross references? 1 Corinthians 8:3, 13:12; Galatians 4:9. 

What do we learn? 

o Let’s look at some other places in the Bible that also address shepherds 

and sheep. For each cross reference, let’s record what we learn in our 

journals: Psalm 23, 100; Isaiah 40:11, 53:6-7; Ezekiel 34:11-16; 1 Peter 2:25, 

5:2; Revelation 7:15-17. There’s lots of wisdom here for us! 

o Now, let’s apply what we’ve learned. What does it mean that Jesus is 

your Shepherd? What does it mean that you are a sheep? Is there 

anything about how you think about God and/or yourself that needs to 

change? Are there any Truths and/or Applications we can draw for our 

lives? 

» Verses 20-39 

o The plot here is thickening based on Jesus’ revolutionary words. 

Summarize the reaction of the people in verses 19-24. What do they ask 

Jesus in verse 24? Then, how does Jesus respond to His critics? 

o Now, let’s jot down the back and forth exchange between the people 

and Jesus. What happened as a result? 

o Let’s compare that to another passage from our reading - Luke 12:49-53. 

What do we learn about division here? What do you think about Jesus’ 

perspective? Is it applicable to the costs of discipleship we studied in our 

study so far? 

o Are there any Truths and/or Applications for us? 

 

How Jesus Shepherds 

Our reading in Luke this week is pretty extensive, as it covers verses in three 

chapters. Let’s take some time and read it through, maybe in a couple of different 

versions of the Bible. As we read, let’s make a list of ways Jesus was The Good 

Shepherd to those around Him. What wisdom did He give? What instructions?  

» Let’s skim back over our list and identify what stood out to us the most. How 

does Jesus sharing His wisdom show He is the Good Shepherd? 

» What Truths and/or Applications do we want to take with us from these 

passages? 

 

Before we leave our study this week, let’s take a moment to ponder what God is 

showing us about Discipleship. What about Jesus being the Good Shepherd for His 

sheep can we take with us and apply to our Discipleship relationships? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Sometimes it is easy to forget we are humble sheep. We don’t want to seem weak 

and dependent, but the greater truth is that as sheep we have access to The 

Good Shepherd. He cares for us, tends to our needs, makes a way for us, gives us 

His wisdom, and guides us along even as the hard costs come our way. What a 

Shepherd! Let’s take some time to pray with thankfulness for all our Good Shepherd 

has done, is doing, and will do for all of us. 

 

Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» Do you feel like a sheep? Why/Why not? 

» What about Jesus as The Good Shepherd stood out to you? 

» What evidence shows that you are living an abundant life? 

» What do you think it means to really know the voice of Jesus? 

» Why do believers deal with division? 

» What wisdom from Jesus was most life-changing for you? 
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WEEK 4 // PARABLES: TIME TO GROW 

 
 We have walked with Jesus as He has shown us what it means to pay the cost to 

follow Him, and also that He is a reward much greater than anything else we could 

hope for. He has proven this to be true as He taught about being sent by God and 

also about being the Good Shepherd. Now, we come to a time in Jesus’ teaching 

where He is going to share His heart as He speaks in parables as He ministers to the 

multitudes and the disciples across the Jordan, in the Perean region. Let those who 

have ears to hear, listen.  

 

Reading for this week: John 10:40-42, Luke 13:22-16:18 

 

If you completed The Gospels: Appointed and Equipped, review Week 4 // A Call 

to Hear. If you’re just joining us, reference the following: 

» Let’s do a discreet internet search on parables considering these questions: 

What is a parable and how does it differ from other literary devices? Why 

would someone use a parable to teach? How many lessons or points does a 

parable intend to make? 

» Now, let’s see if we can find some historical context. Were parables a 

common teaching method in the time of Christ? Or throughout the history of 

the Bible? 

» How much of Jesus’ teaching was done in parables? How many parables of 

Jesus do we have recorded? 

» Now we can encapsulate what we learned about parables into three points: 

o Let’s make a definition - What is a parable?  

o Let’s put it in our own words - Explain, as if to someone who doesn't 

know, how to understand a parable. 

o Let’s review - What did we learn about Jesus and parables? 
 

The Big Picture 

Let’s read John 10:40-42 and Luke 13:22, 31-35 and explain in our own words how 

this sums up the big picture of Christ and His ministry at this point.  

» Where is the end of Jesus’ journey? What do we watch Him do as He is 

walking the path towards what God has called Him to do? How can we 

emulate Jesus in this? 

 

Building our Bible Study Muscles - A Compilation of Parables  

As we push closer to the cross, time grows short. The narrative in the story is thinly 

penned by our author Luke. Luke, however, does not lose the heart of what Jesus 

teaches during this time - he records the parables Jesus taught. So, let’s spend the 

remainder of this week looking at the parables that Jesus spoke for us.  
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» Now let’s get ready because it’s time for us to work on growing our Bible study 

muscles!  Don’t worry here; it doesn’t have to be perfect. Remember, the 

prize of studying the Bible is Christ. If we’ve gotten to know Him better by 

spending time with Him, it doesn’t matter what is filled out, crossed out, or 

written in our journals. So, that said, let’s get to it! 

» Let’s prayerfully read Luke 13:22-16:31 asking God to open our eyes and 

make our hearts receptive to learn what His Holy Spirit has to teach us.  

» We have 9 parables: Luke 13:22-30, Luke 14:7-14, Luke 14:15-24, Luke 14:25-35, 

Luke 15:1-7, Luke 15:8-10, Luke 15:11-32, Luke 16:1-13, Luke 16:19-31 

o For each parable let’s complete 7 steps: 

 To start let’s read the parable several times, making sure to read 

the scriptures before and behind it to keep it in context.  

 Let’s sum up this parable in 1-2 sentences.  

 To better understand this topic let's use our Cross References 

Resource to find one verse to give clarity. 

 Would a discreet internet search for historical context help us? If so: 

what do we learn?  

 As concisely as possible, let’s write out the main point of the 

parable. 

 Next, let’s note one Truth and one Application using our resource 

we can apply to our lives from studying this parable.  

 Finally, let’s create a title for our parable. 

 

Let’s give ourselves a pat on the back! We did it. We studied Luke 13:22-16:18 with 

nothing but our own muscle, (Bible study) tools, and the Holy Spirit as our teacher. 

And wasn’t it good!?!  

 

Reaching Further: What did we learn about Jesus, the Gospel, and Discipleship 

from this week’s study? 

 

Jesus is moving toward the cross, but He never forgets the disciples and multitudes 

around Him. He cares for them, spends time with them, and teaches them 

“proceeding on His way to Jerusalem.” Can we say the same? That as we move 

through life, sent out by God, that we do not forget to minister to those around us? 

Let us close in prayer that God will make our hearts sensitive to stop and minister as 

we proceed in the cost of discipleship.  

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What is a parable and why does Jesus use them? 

» How did it feel to study parables on your own? 

» Which parables stood out to you and why? 

» Were there any Truths and/or Applications that stood out to you from the 

parables? 

» What did you think about the fact that Jesus teaches and cares for people as 

He proceeds on His way?  

» How do you remember to minister to people as you proceed on your way? 
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WEEK 5 // HIS PERFECT TIMING AIDS IN BELIEF 

 
 

 

While Jesus continues along in Perea teaching and healing the multitudes and 

disciples, He gets some urgent news regarding a close friend. And although the 

news Jesus receives is potentially life-altering, we will learn that He has had a plan 

for it all along. What seems like only costs will result in an even greater reward. Let’s 

begin this week in prayer for the Truth we are about to receive.  

 

Reading for this week: Luke 17-18:14; Matthew 19:1-12; Mark 10:1-12; John 11:1-54 

Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if 

time allows. 

 

Jesus raises Lazarus from the Dead 

We’re going to spend the week’s study in John 11:1-54. Let’s begin by using our 

Summarizing Resource for verses 1-46. As we summarize, let’s also use our Key Word 

Resource for Love, Belief/Believe, and any reference to time.  

» Verses 1-16 

o Let’s describe what’s happening in our own words. 

o There is an emphasis on timing in this whole passage. What did we learn 

by marking our references to time? 

o Look closely at verse 4. What is Jesus’ reaction and what do we think He 

means? 

o Let’s also look at our markings of Love. What do you learn about Jesus’ 

relationship with Martha/Mary/Lazarus?  

 Two Greek words for Love are used in reference to Jesus’ 

relationships with his friends. Let’s use our Word Study Resource for 

each (Strong’s #5368 and #25). 

 What do we learn about Jesus’ Love? How does what we learn 

affect us? 

o Now, let’s look closely at the exchange between Jesus and the disciples 

regarding Lazarus in verses 11-16. What stands out about why Jesus 

decides to go to Lazarus? 

» Verses 17-32 

o What time reference do we see in verse 17? Why would that amount of 

time be significant? It may help to do a discretionary internet search of 

Jewish/Biblical burial customs to gain context and understanding.  

o Now, let’s revisit some friends we met a few weeks ago - Mary and 

Martha. (Feel free to go back to notes from Week 2 or read through 

Luke 10:38-42 for context.) 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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 Martha 

o What do we remember from Jesus’ earlier interaction with 

Martha? 

o Now, let’s make a list of her actions/words in this passage 

and make a comparison to what we already know. How 

would we describe her level of belief/faith? 

o What does Jesus communicate to Martha in verses 25-26? 

What is He communicating about the Gospel? 

o Now, let’s hone in on Martha’s reaction in verse 27. 

Remembering she has just lost her brother, what do you think 

about her words? 

 Mary 

o What do we remember from Jesus’ earlier interaction with 

Mary? 

o Now, let’s make a list of her actions/words in this passage 

and make a comparison. How would you describe her level 

of belief/faith? 

 Before we leave Martha and Mary, let’s take a moment to think 

about their choices. Consider comparing their actions to this quote 

by Warren Wiersbe, “What life does to us depends on what life 

finds in us.” 

 There is a lot to be said when someone chooses to stand on Truth 

instead of being clouded by emotion in hard times. Are there any 

Truths and/or Applications we can draw for our lives using our 

Truths and Applications Resources?  

» Verses 33-46 

o Let’s take notice of the humanity of Jesus in verses 33-36. How would you 

describe your Savior? 

 Let’s look up Hebrews 4:15 and draw some Truths and/or 

Applications for ourselves. 

 We see here that emotions are Godly. How do we reconcile that 

with what we learned earlier from Martha? 

o Let’s jot down in our journals a summary of verses 36-46. What do you 

notice once again about Martha in verse 38? 

o Then, Jesus puts everything into focus in verse 40. What does He 

communicate? 

 Let’s go back to our markings of Belief/Believe. How do you see 

this theme played out in this entire passage of scripture?  

 Reaching Further: How would you explain how belief connects us 

to the Truth of the Gospel? Feel free to use Cross References to 

help. 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

 What did you think about Jesus’ timing during this story? 

 How does the way Jesus loves affect you? 

 To whom do you relate - Martha or Mary? Why? 

 When hard times come, how can standing on Truth affect your experience? 

 How does God’s perfect timing aid in belief? Have you experienced this in 

your own life? 

o Let’s focus on Jesus’ prayer in verse 41-42 and compare back to 

verses 14-15. What do we learn? 

 Why did Jesus wait to go to Bethany? What then were the 

results of Lazarus’ resurrection? What does that say about 

Jesus and the way He deals with His disciples? Are there 

implications for us? 

 Let’s compare these reactions to what happens next by 

reading verses 47-54. What do we learn about the 

Pharisees? Jesus? 

o Are there any Truths and/or Applications from this section of 

scripture we should take with us? 

 

It is said that “timing is everything.” And if that is true, and our God is above 

all time, then we can trust His perfect timing. Jesus showed us with Lazarus 

that although what occurred did not make earthly sense, His actions at the 

right moment aided in the belief of many. The same thing is true for us and 

can give meaning to the costs of discipleship. God will aid in our belief in His 

perfect timing. What a glorious God we follow - perfectly trustworthy and 

worthy of our praise. Let’s end our week of study in communion with our Lord 

and Savior, taking time to thank Him for His good will toward us. 
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WEEK 6 // WHAT DO YOU WANT? 
 

Next week Jesus enters Jerusalem, but this week He asks a very insightful question: 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” Have we ever stopped and really thought 

about this? We all want things - what are they? And what do we want Jesus to do 

about what we want? Before we close this study on the cost of discipleship, let’s 

look at these questions.  

 

Reading for this week: Luke 18:15-19:27, Matthew 19:13-20:34, Mark 10:13-52 

Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if 

time allows. 

 

The Question 

After prayerfully reading our scriptures for this week, and before we really start 

studying, let’s try and answer some questions. We can ask Jesus for anything, so 

what will we ask Him for? Let’s grab a quiet spot and our journals and take some 

time to really examine ourselves. Perhaps look specifically at these areas: 

» What do we want in regards to relationships? 

» What do we want in regards to healing - physical and/or emotional? 

» What do we want in regards to provision or material things? 

» What do we want in regards to wisdom and direction? 

» What do we want in regards to spiritual worship and service? 

Now knowing our own hearts and wants, we will turn to the Word of God and learn 

about how Jesus answers these questions of desire. After studying we will come 

back to our answers. 

 

7 Requests  

» Let the Children Come to Me - Luke 18:15-17, Matthew 19:13-15, Mark 10:13-16 

o What do the people want Jesus to do? How does Jesus use their desire 

as an opportunity to teach the disciples? What does He teach them? 

o Let’s use our Truths and Applications Resources to note what Truths we 

can draw from this example. 

» The Rich Young Ruler - Luke 18:18-27, Matthew 19:16-26, Mark 10:17-25 

o Let’s use our Questioning Resource for this narrative as we read. 

o The rich young ruler asks a question of Jesus. What is it that he wants? 

o What is it that happens in verse 21? What motivates Jesus in His response 

to the young man? In the end what is it that the rich young ruler actually 

wants? 

o Are there any Truths, perhaps about material things, that we can learn 

from this?  

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» The Disciples Response to the Rich Young Ruler - Luke 18:28-30, Matthew 19:27-

30, Mark 10:26-31 

o What is it that Peter wants for himself and the disciples? 

o Let’s look at context and establish why Peter is motivated to ask this. Re-

read Matthew 19:16-26.  

o How does Jesus respond to Peter’s question, and how does He assure 

the disciples? 

o Are there any Truths from this exchange that we can learn? 

» Laborers in the Vineyard - Matthew 20:1-16 

o Let’s review Week 4 on how to study parables and then look at this 

parable. 

o There are many groups of laborers. What do each of them want? 

o How is the landowner's justice and generosity shown in the labor’s 

payment? 

o Let’s make a list of Truths can we draw from this parable. 

» Request for Preference - Matthew 20:20-28, Mark 10:35-45 

o This account is rich! Let’s read it and write out what James and John 

want. 

o How does Jesus respond to their request? How does He use their desire 

to redirect them to live out the Gospel?  

o What does Jesus teach the disciples because James and John asked for 

what they wanted? 

o What Truths are made evident about asking for what we want? 

» Blind Receives Sight - Luke 18:35-43, Matthew 20:29-34, Mark 10:46-52 

o What does the blind man want? What does he do? Let’s use our Listing 

Resource to jot down what we observe.  

o What is the result of the blind man’s request? 

o What Truth can we draw about God and the blind man’s desires? 

» Zacchaeus - Luke 19:1-10 

o Let’s write a short sum up of this account. 

o Zacchaeus wanted something - what was it? What did Jesus give to him 

instead? How does Jesus’ response change Zacchaeus? 

o Let’s write out the Truths that we learn from this account. 

 

The Application 

Here lies the most important part of our study this week.  

» First let’s look back over the lists of Truths that we have learned about 

people’s wants and God’s response to them.  

» Next let’s review our own list of wants and desires. 

» Finally, let’s prayerfully take the Truths we know about God and apply that 

Truth to the knowledge of what we personally desire and want. Let’s use our 

journals to note, list, or write out what God is teaching us to apply to our own 

lives.  

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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We are all created in such a way that we have wants and desires. Even the people 

that lived in the times of Jesus had things they wanted. Isn’t it interesting that as 

each of them expressed their desires that Jesus never once condemned what they 

wanted?! Instead He used their open hearts to teach, to guide, to grant, to redirect 

and give them so much more than they asked for. So, are we willing to do the 

same? We can ask for whatever we want. Will we answer Jesus when He asks, 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” 

 

Now, let’s wrap up this study. 

 

Jesus has laid out the costs of discipleship over the past several weeks of study. 

Let’s take some time to nail down some overarching Truths and/or Applications to 

take with us as His disciples. 

 

Let’s review our notes from the past six weeks of study and sum up what we’ve 

learned. For each week, let’s jot down our main thoughts:  

» Jesus Himself: What stood out about His choices, actions, character? Do you 

feel like you know Him better? Why? 

» The Gospel: What did you learn about it? How would you describe it to 

others?  

» Discipleship: The Costs and Rewards 

o Week 1: What are the costs of discipleship? How are you counting the 

costs in your own life? 

o Week 2: How does it affect your identity that you are “sent by God”? 

What does it look like to be sent as a disciple/discipler? 

o Week 3: How is Jesus your Good Shepherd? How does that affect you as 

a sheep? How do you shepherd like Jesus? 

o Week 4: What did you learn in the parables about discipleship? Are you 

teachable? Are you willing to teach? 

o Week 5: Do you trust God’s timing for your life? How does His timing aid 

in your belief? Do you share that with others? 

o Week 6: Do you ask Jesus for what you want? Have you seen Him 

answer or change any of your desires? 

 

Jesus is close to the cross, His ultimate sacrifice. We have watched Him take the 

time to live life with His disciples while teaching them what it means to count the 

costs of discipleship. Whether it was healings or parables, everything Jesus did 

showed His followers what it meant to pay the price to follow Him and to reap the 

rewards of a relationship with Him. And as we follow Him and count the same costs, 

we will reap the same rewards. 
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» Looking at the 5 areas listed for us to evaluate our needs, were you able to 

figure out what you wanted? 

» What did you discover about your wants? 

» How do you see Jesus respond to people asking Him for what they wanted? 

» How do you think Jesus will respond to you if you ask for what you want? 

» How did Jesus give (or try to give) these people better things than what they 

asked for?  

» What do you think Jesus will give you if you ask for what you want? 

» See questions listed above. 
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