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To the depth of our beings, we believe the Bible is buried treasure. But, unfortunately, not 

many people consider studying their Bible a worthwhile investment. We hope the reason you 

are reading this introduction right now is because you want to see for yourself what kind of 

treasure the Word of God holds. Honestly, we are so excited to have you here. Part of our 

goal in this study is to push you to think and wrestle with Scripture on your own. We will do our 

best not to tell you what to think or believe; instead, we will come alongside your study by 

giving you the resources necessary to start digging. 

 

Grab a Bible (we will be using the ESV) and a good journal. These two things, along with this 

study, are everything you need to begin Ezra: Arise and Rebuild. You’ll notice that we have 

set out a week's worth of study divided into days.  But, feel free to self-pace the study to fit 

your life. Remember, a deeper relationship with Christ is the prize; so don’t worry about when, 

where, or how much you get done. Start wherever you can, and grow from there.  

 

While you grow, we can support you in several ways. Links within the study will lead you to a 

Resource Page that will help explain the application of each resource with examples. Blog 

posts referencing Truths and Applications grasped through Ezra: Arise and Rebuild will be 

released periodically. If you’d like to go a bit deeper into the study of Ezra, check out the 

Reaching Further portions in each week’s lesson. And, if you need encouragement, then we 

have a social media community and a Pep Talk waiting for you.  

Finally, when you get to the end of each week you will see a section for Discipling Her. This is 

designed to use when you come together in community and can be an effective tool for 

leaders, groups, or communal discussion.  

 

Please join our online community by tagging @ReachingHer in your group pictures or personal 

posts and adding #reachingherlovesezra.  

 

You can take it from here! Know that we love you and will be praying for you! 

 

 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/bible-versions/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/blog/
http://www.reachingher.com/blog/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/pep-talk/
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“Have you ever found yourself in a place you didn’t want to be?  

 

Israel was. The golden age of Israel was gone. Her land was conquered. She had chosen 

other gods, chosen to be foolish, and chosen to let her faith fall by the wayside. So, she 

reaped the consequences that God had warned her about. The temple of God was 

pilfered and destroyed. The land was desolate, and the people of God had been taken as 

slaves to other nations and other lands. Israel was captive and in exile - they were in the 

Diaspora.  

 

Sometimes we too choose to follow after lesser things, forgetting that there is sorrow in the 

fruit that is born from that way of life. We too can find ourselves in exile, in a diaspora of our 

own. It can be a partial diaspora, maybe we’re disobedient in one area of our lives, or 

perhaps we have walked away from the Lord completely. However, we have a God that 

wants to stir our spirits to return to Him, to help us arise and rebuild a life of faith. Let’s open 

up Ezra and let the Lord teach us how to return to Him.  

 

Reading for Week 1: Ezra 1 - 2:67 
 

 
Day 1 

ISREAL’S BACKSTORY 
 

Grab a fun fresh journal, and we will begin to place ourselves into the context of Ezra.  

 

Reaching Further - Let’s find a peaceful place where we can carve out a chunk of time to 

read the whole book of Ezra to immerse us into the story. Let’s also take note of the 

difference between chapters 1-6 and 7-10. 

 

 

 

 

WHEN GOD MOVES 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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We will use our Cross Reference Resource to gain a bit of background understanding. 

» Let’s start by doing a quick scan of Deuteronomy chapters 28-30, paying specific 

attention to 30:15-20. What do you learn about the covenant (contract 

agreement) between God and Israel?  

 

» Despite knowing the right things to do, Israel chose evil. Let’s look at 2 Chronicles 

36:10-21, using our Listing Resource to note what the king of Israel was doing, what 

the priests were doing, and what the people were doing. Next, let’s note what 

God did.   

 

» Finally, let’s turn to the prophet Jeremiah to learn what he spoke to God’s people 

at this time. Jeremiah 25:1-12 and 29:1-14. What do we learn about Israel? About 

Jeremiah? About God? What do we learn about the context of the famous verse 

in 29:11? 

 

 

 

Day 2 
OUR STORY 

 
After looking at Israel's choices as God’s chosen people, let’s stop for a moment and 

prayerfully examine our own lives. This moment is pivotal, because it is from here that we 

will grow. With a genuine heart, let’s read Matthew 22:35-40 and write out a prayer 

taking care to be real about where we are in our lives. Consider some of the following 

questions: 

 

» Are we unfaithful to our Father? Have we done evil? Is our heart hard? Is our neck 

stiff against something God has asked of us? Do we humble ourselves to His word 

when He speaks or corrects us?  Have we allowed our lives, or part of our lives, to 

go into exile? How so and where? 

 
 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Day 3 
GOD IS SOVERIGN 

 

Now that we have taken time to be honest with ourselves and our Lord, let’s open up Ezra 

and begin the path to rebuilding a life of faith. Read Ezra 1-2:67 and give a quick sum up 

of what happens.  

 

» What do we learn about Cyrus’ Proclamation? What else do we learn about it from 

these Cross References: Ezra 6:1-6 and Isaiah 44:26-45:7? 

 

» In light of what we've seen so far, let’s use our Truths and Applications Resources to 

help us process what we have seen about the character of God. Write out a list of 

Truths that we have learned about God, and then we’ll write out Applications 

based on our Truths. 

 

» Let’s write a prayer to God. Let’s praise Him by telling Him what we have learned 

and ask for His help and guidance for any applications we need to make. 

 

 

Day 4 
OUR MAIN CHARACTERS 

 

We have been introduced to three important people so far in the book of Ezra: 

Sheshbazzar (Zerubbabel), Jeshua (Joshua), and the Persian King Cyrus. Let’s learn 

a bit more about our main characters and note what we learn in our journals. 

 

» Zerubbabel - Ezra 1:8, 5:2, 5:14; Matthew 1:12-13; Haggai 2:20-23 

 

» Joshua - Ezra 3:2; Zechariah 3:1-7, 6:9-15 

 

» Cyrus - Let’s do a discreet internet search to see what we can gleen from 

history. Try searching “Cyrus the Great” and the “Achaemenid Empire”. 

What do we find? 

 

» What do we learn from our main characters? In what ways do we want to 

imitate them? Is there anything we want to avoid? 
 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/


 

 7 
 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

REACHING HER  \ EZRA:ARISE & REBUILD \ WWW.REACHINGHER.COM 

Day 5 
WHEN GOD MOVES 

 
Before we close, there is one more great Truth to be grasped: the concept of God 

moving in our lives. Let’s turn again to Ezra 1 and reread the chapter using our Marking 

Resource for the word Stirred.  

 

» Now we can use our Word Study Resource to look more closely at the word Stirred 

(Strong’s # 5782). What does this word mean? 

 

» Our Cross Reference Resource is useful to help us understand the concept of God 

stirring our hearts. Starting places might be Psalms 23, Proverbs 21:1, or John 14:26. 

 

» Let’s pause a moment to evaluate what we’ve learned with Truths and/or 

Applications. Perhaps consider the following questions: Have we ever felt God stir 

our hearts? How do we respond to God’s guiding in our lives? Is He moving in any 

specific way in our lives right now? 

 

When we do foolish things or when we choose to sin there are natural consequences. 

They separate us from God and place all or pieces of our lives into exile. However, it 

does not matter how far we stray. Our Father loves us and stirs up our spirits to return, 

and He will move heaven and earth to bring us home. Are we willing to make the 

effort and the journey to return to Him in every aspect of our lives? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Suggestions for Leaders   

& Disciple-Makers 

 
» What did you learn was the reason that Israel was in exile? What do you 

think about God allowing her to go into exile? 

 

» Have you ever acted like Israel? Is there a part of your life that is in exile 

from God?  

 

» What do you think about God stirring Cyrus’s spirit to let Israel return to 

Jerusalem to rebuild the temple? Has God ever used someone in your 

life? 

 

» What do you learn about God’s character? 

 

» Was there anything that stood out to you about Zerubbabel, Joshua, or 

Cyrus? 

 

» Have you ever felt God stir your spirit? Is there anything He is stirring your 

spirit about now? 
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Last week we set the stage for a grand narrative. God’s promise to His people, their 

returning home from a long captivity in Babylon/Persia, was finally coming to fruition. This 

week we watch as God’s chosen people not only return home but also return to the Lord. 

But, where should they start and what should they do? It’s time for them to get back to 

the basics. 

 

Reading for Week 2: Ezra 2:68-70, 

all of Chapter 3 

 

Day 1 
A SUMMARY OF THE BASICS 

 
Let’s begin by using our Summarizing Resource for our scripture passage. As we 

summarize, let's divide up these verses into sections. Then, let’s write a short explanation 

of what is going down in this portion of Ezra. 

 

 

Day 2 
BASIC 1: FOCUSING ON OUR  
RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

 

» Turning our attention to the last few verses of chapter two, what is the first thing the 

Israelites did upon returning?  

o Let’s compare this to a parable of Jesus in Luke 21:1-4. What do we learn? 

o Remembering what we’ve studied so far in Ezra, let’s use our Truths and 

Applications Resources and jot down what we want to take with us. 

 

 

 

 

 

Getting back to the basics 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Let’s read through Ch. 3:1-7 one more time and use our Listing Resource to identify 

all the Israelites did once they got home. 

o First, what do we learn about unification in verse 1? Is unity important for the 

Lord’s work? Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to seek out some more 

Biblical wisdom about unity. What do we learn? 

o What is the first thing the leadership does in Jerusalem? For what purpose? 

Let’s count how many times burnt offering is mentioned in these few verses. 

 Now, let’s do a discreet internet search of “Old Testament Burnt 

Offerings” and “Festival of Booths/Tabernacles” to gain some more 

understanding. What do we learn about what the Israelites are doing 

in these verses? 

o Finally, what other types of offerings are given in verse 7? For what purpose? 

 

» When these captives finally made their way back to their homeland, they focused 

on also returning to the traditions of their past. These offerings and festivals were how 

they convened with the Lord. How would this show the Israelites focusing on their 

relationship with God? 

 

» Looking back over what we have studied so far, let’s use our use our Truths and 

Applications Resources to identify some takeaways: 

o What do we learn about offerings given to God? 

o What do we learn about focusing on our relationship with God? 

 

» Reaching Further: Let’s zoom in on the idea of burnt offerings by looking at a few 

more passages of Scripture: Leviticus 1, Romans 12:1-2, Hebrews 10. What do you 

learn about an Old Testament versus New Testament view of offering/sacrifice? 

 

 

Day 3 
BASIC 2: WAITING ON GOD 

 

Let’s take a moment to focus on 3:1 and 8. Here we see two different time 

increments. Let’s identify them and summarize what this would mean for the 

returning Israelites. 

 

» We know that one of the purposes of the Diaspora was for God’s people to rebuild 

His Temple. But, here we see them wait before acting. Considering what we’ve 

studied so far, why do we think they waited? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Let’s look at some Cross References to help us understand a bit more about 

God’s timing, writing down in our journals what stands out to us. There are quite a 

few, but all have incredible wisdom for us! 

o Exodus 14:14; Psalm 27:14; Isaiah 40:27-31, 64:4; Lamentations 3:19-26; 

Habakkuk 2:1-3; Micah 7:7; Galatians 6:9-10; 2 Peter 3:8-9 

 

» Now considering all we have learned, what are some major Truths and/or 

Applications we can pull for our own lives regarding God’s timing and waiting? 

o Is there something that you are waiting for specifically? Let’s take a 

moment to jot these things down and pray for two things: the wait itself 

and what God is asking us to do while we wait. 

 

 

Days 4 & 5 
BASIC 3: RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORK 

 

Let’s focus on 3:8-13. We read here that those who had returned from captivity began 

the work of rebuilding the Temple. Let’s go back and make a list of everything the 

Israelites did in these verses. Now, looking at our list, let’s consider a few things: 

 

» What details stand out to you about how the Israelites accomplished their work in 

verses 8-9? Are there any Truths/Applications for us as we do God’s work? 

 

» After accomplishing the Temple’s foundation, we next see our group of workers 

choose to worship the Lord. How would you describe their worship? What forms 

did it take? How did it affect not only the Israelites but the surrounding areas? 

 

» Reaching Further: Let’s consider using our Word Study Resource for the following 

terms in order to grasp a better understanding of the Israelites’ worship: Praise 

(Strong’s #1984), Giving Thanks (Strong’s #3034), Shouted (Strong’s #7321), Wept 

(Strong’s #1058). 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» We worship God for many reasons. One reason comes in the form of response to 

the work He has done in and through us. Let’s look specifically at verse 11 and 

focus on the response of God’s people. 

o First, let’s remind ourselves about what God has done in and through His 

people so far in Ezra. 

o Now, what two characteristics of God do they focus on through their 

worship? Let’s use our Word Study Resource to understand a little more 

about these characteristics - Good (Strong’s #2896) and Lovingkindness 

(Strong’s #2617). What do we learn? 

o Why do we think the Israelites focused their worship on this part of God’s 

character? 

 

» Now looking back over what we have studied, what major Truths/Applications 

stand out? 

o Have we responded correctly to the work God has done in and through 

us? Let’s write out a prayer communicating to the Lord what we have 

learned. 

 

 

The Israelites must have felt a myriad of conflicting emotions as they returned to their 

homeland - hope, apprehension, excitement, caution, etc. Regardless of their feelings, 

their choices show a beautiful level of faith. They continually chose to seek God, gave 

Him offerings, waited on His perfect timing, did His work, and responded in worship for 

all He had already done in and through them. They returned to the basics of their faith. 

Let’s end this week in prayer for our own faith - that we wouldn’t neglect the basics. 
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Suggestions for Leaders   
& Disciple-Makers 

 

» What would you consider are the basic principles of your faith? 

 

» What offerings do you give to the Lord? 

 

» How do your offerings cultivate your relationship with the Lord? 

 

» What are you “waiting for”? 

 

» What did you learn about God’s timing? 

 

» How do you respond to what God is doing in you and through you? 

 

» What did you learn about God’s character? 
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When adversaries hinder 

Sometimes we let all, or pieces, of our lives fall into the exile of a diaspora. And whatever our 

exile looks like, our God is faithful to stir our spirits to return to Him. It takes courage to respond 

to the stirring God creates in our hearts and begin the journey of return to Him. It takes 

diligence and humility to get back to the basics of a fruitful faith, and it is going to take 

bravery to face the adversaries that will come and stand against us.  

 

Reading for Week 3: Ezra Chapter 4 

 

 

Day 1 
OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH 

 
Let’s begin by summing up in a short paragraph what the Diaspora has looked like for Israel so 

far. What position did they start in and where do they stand now? How does chapter 3 end? 

» Next let’s take a moment to sum up our own journey of faith. How have we grown in 

our faith in the past few weeks? Are there any victories we have enjoyed? 

 

» Let’s look back and review Ezra 3:3. What do we see? 

 

» Now we get to find out what happens in the next chapter of our story. Let’s open Ezra 

to chapter 4 and read this account using our Questioning Resource.   

 

» In our own words let’s write out a summary of Ezra 4:1-7. 

 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Day 2 
ENEMIES OF FAITH 

 
When Israel starts to rebuild the temple, when they start to rebuild their faith, who shows up on 

the scene? Have we ever experienced this or felt this way? How so? Let’s take a closer look at 

enemies of the faith. 

 

» Let’s begin by learning more about who the enemies of Israel were. In our journals note 

what we learn from 2 Kings 17:24-41. How would we describe the enemies of Israel? Did 

they “worship” the Lord? What did their relationship with the Lord look like? 

 

» Let’s use our Cross- Reference Resource to help us understand the enemies of our faith. 

There are a myriad of verses loaded with Truth about this in the Bible, so take some time 

and find as many as are helpful. Great places to start are: James 1:13-15 or 1 Peter 5:6-

9. 

 

» Now, let’s take a moment to use our Truths and Applications Resources to think through 

our own lives and the enemies that we face. 

 

 

Days 3  & 4 
STRATEGIES OF THE ENEMY 

 
In Ezra 4:1-5 we see four strategies that the enemy uses to hinder our walk of faith. Read 

through these verses again and identify the four strategies. (Hint: the first strategy is displayed 

in verses 1-3.) 

 

» Compromise (verses 1-3) - let’s explain in our own words how Israel’s enemy attempts to 

coerce Israel to compromise her faith? Would this have been ok?  

o Let’s look up some Cross References about being Holy (set apart) to God and 

find out what God has called us to. What do we learn? Is compromise with the 

world ok? In what areas of our life do we feel pressure to compromise? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Let’s use our Word Study Resource to look up the meanings of the next three strategies 

of our enemy. Don’t forget to do the Cross Reference portion. Let’s write down in our 

journals what we learn about each. 

o Discouragement  - (verse 4 “discouraged”) Strong’s #7503 

o Fear - (verse 4 “frightened”)  Strong’s # 1088 

o Frustration - (verse 5 “frustrate”) Strong’s # 6565 

 

Before we move on let’s make a list of Truths and Applications regarding the strategies of the 

enemy. Also let’s consider the following questions as we prayerfully evaluate our life: 

 

» Have we compromised in our faith? Where? How? What do we need to do about this 

area? Are we discouraged, frightened, or frustrated? Do we notice these as possible 

strategies for attack against our faith?  Is there anything we need to confess, ask help 

for, or change in our lives? 

 
Day 5 

DURATION OF CONFLICT 
 

Let’s look together at how long Israel must stand against the enemies that they face. Review 

Ezra 4:4-7. 

 

» There are four Persian Kings mentioned in these verse. Who are they? Let’s do a quick 

internet search to see when each reigned? Was there going to be a time where Israel 

was not facing enemies during the Diaspora? What insight does this shine on our 

struggles with our enemies? 

o Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to look at how long we can expect to 

struggle with our enemies. John 15:18-16:4 and John 16:33 are easy places to 

start. What do we learn?  

 

» Ezra 4:7-23 gives us an example (from later on in Israel's history) of the opposition Israel 

faced from her enemies. Read this account, and let’s jot down what we notice. 

 

» Next let’s write down an account of the spiritual opposition we are facing. How do we 

understand our struggles in light of all that we have learned about enemies that 

hinder? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Verse 24 sums up Israel's response to facing opposition. What was it? Let’s take some 

time as we close and think through Truths and Applications regarding ourselves, the 

enemies we face, and how we are handling adversaries who hinder our lives of 

faith.  

 

It is a fact - we will face enemies as we rebuild and walk in a life of faith. As long as we trod 

this Earth we will have adversaries that hinder us. They will fight against us - trying to 

persuade us to compromise our worship. They will discourage, frighten, frustrate, and 

sometimes use force of arms against us. Israel allowed themselves to cower, and they 

ceased their work of faith. Will we? Will we stand down when our enemies come against 

us? God has given us victory!  Are we willing to accept God’s victory over our enemies and 

stand firm against them? (And stay tuned ladies! Next week there’s a wonderful example 

of victory we will get to study together.) 

  

 

 
 

Suggestions for Leaders   
& Disciple-Makers 

 

» Have you ever had a spiritual victory followed by a difficult time? How did you 

handle it? 

 

» What are examples of some spiritual enemies? What are specific enemies that 

you face? 

 

» How have the enemies in your life hindered your walk of faith?  

 

» Have you compromised in your faith? In what areas? 

 

» Are you discouraged, frightened, or frustrated? Where and how so? 

 

» When your adversaries and enemies seem strong, do you believe God can give 

you victory? Why? 

 

» Will you stand fast and not allow your enemy to stop your walk of faith? How will 

you do this? 

 



 

 18 
 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

REACHING HER  \ EZRA:ARISE & REBUILD \ WWW.REACHINGHER.COM 

 

 

CHOOSING TO OBEY 

So far in Ezra we have seen God’s people return home from exile and choose to get back 

to the basics of their faith. But, we have also watched as enemies surrounded the Israelites 

and thwarted the rebuilding of God’s house. Then, it all came down to a choice. The 

Israelites could choose to be obedient to God’s plan to rebuild the Temple, or they could 

choose to let their fear reign and give up on God’s plan. We left chapter four last week 

seeing the nation of Israel buckle under the weight of their enemies and fall into 

disobedience. But, no worries, there is hope as we move forward. 

 

Reading for Week 4: Ezra 5-6, Haggai 1-2,  

Zechariah 4 and 14 

 
Days 1 & 2 
REBUKE & ENCOURAGEMENTS 

 

We’re going to begin our study this week by looking at two verses - Ezra 5:1-2.  

 

» There is a change in behavior in the nation of Israel. What is it and how are they 

acting differently from chapter 4? 

 

Under the leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua, the Israelites get back to work on the 

Temple. But why now? Well, they get some much needed rebuke and encouragement 

from two prophets - Haggai and Zechariah. 

 

» Let’s turn towards the books of Haggai and Zechariah to see some of the 

prophecies that were given to the nation of Israel during the writing of Ezra. For each 

passage, let’s fill out the chart on the following page in our journals: 
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Summary of 

Prophecy 

What do we 

learn about 

Israel? 

What do we 

learn about 

God? 

What do we 

learn about 

Israel’s 

enemies/ 

outsiders? 
(if applicable) 

Haggai 

Ch. 1 
    

Haggai 

Ch. 2:1-9 
    

Zechariah Ch. 4     
Zechariah Ch. 

14:1-11 (feel 

free to use a 

paraphrase 

here like the 

Message or NLT) 

    

 

Day 3 
CHOOSING TO OBEY 

 
Now looking at what we’ve studied so far, let’s draw some conclusions. 

» What do we learn from the prophecies that would have influenced the decision to 

start back to rebuilding the Temple? Let’s use our Listing Resource to jot down what 

stands out.  

 

» What do we learn about God’s character as He dealt with His people’s 

disobedience? How does God’s character influence our choice to obey? (Romans 

2:4 is a great cross reference for this question.) 

 

» What was the result of the prophecies? (Reference Ezra 5:1-2) 

 

» Let’s take a moment and prayerfully consider our own lives and the places where 

we are choosing to be disobedient or not fully obedient. What is keeping us from 

obeying? How can what we have learned help us to choose to obey?  

 

» Let’s use our Truths and/or Applications Resources to draw some help for future times 

of disobedience. 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Days 4 & 5 
GOD’S PROVISION & PROTECTION  

LEADS TO SUCCESS 
 

Israel chose to obey by rebuilding the Temple even in the face of fear from their enemies, 

and God is going to reward that obedience. Let’s go back to Ezra 5-6 and use our 

Summarizing Resource with the passage to see what happens next. Then, let’s write out a 

one sentence summary for each chapter. 

 

» What happens immediately after Israel once again begins to rebuild the Temple? 

How do you think that would affect them considering what happened in chapter 

4?  

 

» Let’s focus on chapter 6:1-13 and use our Listing Resource to take note of God’s 

protection and provision for His people. How was the obedience of Israel 

rewarded? 

o The importance of obedience and how God honors our obedience in seen 

throughout the whole Bible. Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to find 

even more Truth about obedience/the reward for obedience. (Here are 

some to get us started: Deuteronomy 5:28-33, Colossians 3:23-24, Romans 

2:6-11, 1 Corinthians 15:58.) Let’s make a list of what we learn. 

 

» What do we see happens next in Ezra 3:14-15? 

 

» What a glorious day it was when the Temple was finally complete! Let’s look at the 

response of the Israelites in verses 16-22. 

o What all did they choose to do after their work was finished? How do their 

choices reflect their relationship with the Lord? 

 

» Let’s go back through all we’ve learned from Ezra 5-6 and identify main Truths 

and/or Applications we can take with us. 

 

 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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The choice to be obedient even in face of harsh circumstances and persecution from 

enemies is always a hard one. But, the nation of Israel has shown us that obedience not 

only leads to success in the work God has given us, but it also firms up our faith as we see 

God lead, provide, and protect in the process. It truly is His character that gives us the 

strength to obey while we pursue the victory that only He can give. Let’s not miss the 

opportunity to throw off the chains of disobedience in the pursuit of becoming more like 

our Lord. 

 

  

 

 
 

Suggestions for Leaders   
& Disciple-Makers 

 

» How has outside rebuke and/or encouragement helped you to choose to obey in 

the past? 

 

» What about God’s character helps you to obey? 

 

» Where in your life is it hard to obey or fully obey the Lord? 

 

» What did you learn about how God honors obedience? What are the rewards of 

obedience? 

 

» How does God provide and protect for you as you do His work? 

 

» What is your response for the success God gives you? 
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Last week we watched as God used two of his servants, Haggai and Zechariah, to 

encourage those returning from the exile of Diaspora. These two men lived a life of faith 

and coached Israel as she return to obedience and completed the temple. They made 

a huge difference!  

 

Now, sixty to eighty years have passed. A new generation has arisen. Israel is still in the 

Diaspora, and God lays his hand upon another of his servants, Ezra a priest.  Let’s watch 

as God uses Ezra to help His people return to Him and rebuild lives of faith.  

 

Reading for Week 5: Ezra 7-8 

 

 

 Day 1 
A SERVANT OF GOD 

 

Let’s start our study with prayer, seeking God’s face and asking Him to open our eyes to 

the Truth He has to reveal to us within the events of Ezra.  

 

» Now, let’s open up to Ezra and read chapters 7 and 8 using our Key Words 

Resource to mark our new main character Ezra. 

 

» Next, let’s scan back through chapters 7 and 8 using our Listing Resource to note 

everything we learn about Ezra. 

 

» A quick scan of Nehemiah 8:1-12 will give us more insight into Ezra. Let’s note 

anything new we learn about him. 

 

» Reaching Further: Let’s do some historical research on Ezra and also on 

Artaxerxes, king of Persia. A discreet internet search can help us learn more about 

these two men. 

 

 

 
 

 
God’s hand upon his servant 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Days 2 & 3 
A SERVANT’S HEART 

 
Let’s evaluate our list about Ezra, using our Questioning Resource. Asking questions 

like: Who is Ezra? What does he say and do? What does his character look like? 

 

» Now, reading Ezra 7:10 again, let’s sum up in our own words what we learn 

about Ezra, making sure to note what we learn about his heart. 

o How would we succinctly describe what a servant of God looks like 

from what we have seen in Ezra? 

o Let’s look at some Cross References about the heart. There are several 

here and each is rich with truth - let’s not grow weary! 1 Samuel 13:14 

and 16:7, 2 Chronicles 12:14, Proverbs 4:23, Daniel 1:8, and Matthew 

6:19-21 and 22:37.  

 

» Using our Truths Resource, let’s make a list of what we learn from observing 

Ezra. 

 

» Now, using our Applications Resource, let’s write down in our journals how to 

be a servant of God that sets her heart towards the Lord.  

 

 

Day 4 
THE HAND OF GOD 

 

Let’s start by reading 2 Chronicles 16:9. What do we learn from this verse? How does 

this apply to what we have observed in Ezra so far? 

 

» Once more we are going to read through Ezra chapters 7 and 8, this time 

using our Key Word Resource to mark “the hand of the Lord/God”. 

 

» Now, let’s scan through chapters 7 and 8 making a list of what we learn about 

“the hand of the Lord/God”. 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Finally let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to look up what else we can 

learn about “the hand of the Lord/God”. Psalms 139:5 is a great place to 

begin.  (A discrete internet search of Bible verses about the hand of God 

can be helpful too. However, let’s not forget to keep the verses we find in 

Context.) 

o What do we learn about God? 

o What do we learn about ourselves? 

o Are there any Truths or Applications that we need to choose to 

believe? To act on? 

 

Day 5 
GOD’S HAND UPON HIS SERVANT 

 

» Turning to Ezra 8:21-36, let’s read this portion of Ezra’s journey and sum up 

what happens in our own words. 

o How do we see Ezra and the people of Israel setting their hearts on 

God? 

o How do we see God’s hand move? 

o What have we seen about the hand of God in relationship to people 

who set their hearts to serve God? 

o Let’s evaluate our own relationship with God. What does it look like? If 

change is needed, what change? How will we go about making this 

change? 

 

Ezra’s fellow countrymen were still in exile, in the Diaspora. It took his mighty heart, 

set on God, to approach the Persian King, to make bold requests, and to lead an 

exiled people back to their place of faith. All the while, God’s good hand moved 

to support Ezra in all that he did. May we also be servants of God, with hearts set 

on our Lord. And may we build a life of faith, knowing that God’s good hand is 

upon us, strongly supporting us. 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Suggestions for Leaders   
& Disciple-Makers 

 

» What did you learn about Ezra?  

 

» How is Ezra a servant of God? Are you a servant of God?  

 

» What did you learn about a heart set on God? 

 

» Is your heart set on God? How so?  

 

» Are there any areas where you need to set your heart on God? 

 

» How did you see God’s hand move in this portion of Ezra?  

 

» Have you ever felt God’s hand strongly support you? When? 
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Last week we watched as Ezra led another remnant of God’s people back to Israel. The 

Lord’s good hand was upon them, and through the strong servant-leadership of Ezra, the 

nation of Israel took continued steps on the path of rebuilding her faith. This week our time in 

the book of Ezra will come to a close, but there is more to be learned before we wrap things 

up! 

Reading for Week 6: Ezra 9-10 

 

 

Day 1 
AN OVERVIEW OF THE PROBLEM 

 
We’re going to begin this week with a few read-throughs of Ezra (reading from a few 

different Bible Versions would be helpful here). As we read, let’s use our Key Word and 

Listing Resources for the following: Ezra, Israel, and God. We will use our lists as the basis for 

the rest of our time together. Let’s ask the Lord to illuminate His Word and point us to His rich 

Truth as we study. 

 

 

Days 2 & 3 
FINDING SIN 

 
Once again, we find the nation of Israel in sin. A previously overlooked problem is 

uncovered, and they have to figure out what to do. Dealing with sin has become a theme 

within Ezra, so let’s look deeper. 

 

» Let’s scan back through chapter nine and take note of the following: What sin is 

uncovered? Notice Ezra’s reaction. Why do we think this sin elicited such a response? 

 

» Now, let’s check out some Cross References to understand the Context: 

Deuteronomy 7:1-9, 14:2; Leviticus 18:1-5; Exodus 22:31a; 2 Chronicles 6:14. What do 

we learn about the circumstances surrounding this sin problem? 

 

 

 
 

 

Dealing with sin 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Which groups of people were committing this sin? (Pay close attention to 9:1) What is 

significant about these groups? 

o It is said that nothing rises above its leadership. How does this apply here? 

 

» Let’s hone in on Ezra the priest for a moment. How would we describe his reaction to 

this uncovered sin? How did it affect the nation of Israel? 

o It says in verse 3 that Ezra was Appalled/Astonished (Strong’s #8074). Let’s use 

our Word Study Resource to gain some insight, writing down what we learn. 

o How do we react to sin in our own life? In the lives of those around us? Are we 

appalled and astonished? Let’s take note what the Holy Spirit is revealing. 

 

» As Ezra cries out to God, he points out some things about our Lord’s character and 

actions. Let’s go back to our list about God - what do we learn about His character? 

How does this correlate to what we learned about God in Week 4 (Ezra Ch. 5-6, 

Haggai, Zechariah)? 

 

» Before we move forward, let’s look at all we have studied so far and use our Truths 

and Applications Resources to identify some takeaways. 

 

 

Day 4 
NOW WHAT? 

 
Israel has identified their sin and mourned over how it separated them from their Lord. But, 

what do they do now? Do they stay in their mourning? Do they continue to wallow? Let’s 

see! 

 

» Let’s read over Ch. 10:1-4 and identify what happens. What do they choose to do 

next? 

o Reaching Further: Verse 2 says “yet now there is hope for Israel in spite of this.” 

Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to find verses that show there is always 

hope with the Lord, even after we sin. What do we learn? 

 

» Now, let’s turn our attention to Ch. 10:5-17. Here we see exactly how the nation of 

Israel dealt with their sin. Let’s make a list of all the steps they took. What do we 

learn? 

o What does this show about how seriously Israel took their sin? Do we take our 

sin just as seriously? How is that shown in our lives? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» But, should we deal with our sin in the same way as the nation of Israel? Especially 

this kind of sin? Let’s check out some New Testament cross references and write 

down what stands out for each (one is long, but it is so good!): 2 Corinthians 6:14-18, 

1 Corinthians 7:12-17, Romans 6-8. 

 

» Now, let’s end with identifying Truths and Applications from this section. 

 

 

Day 5 
REBUILDING A LIFE OF FAITH 

 
We’ve officially studied all of Ezra - congrats and great job!! But, we don’t want to walk 

away without identifying some major themes and takeaways from the book as a whole. 

 

» Let’s go back through our journals and pull some big Truths and/or Applications that 

stand out from Ezra. Why are these meaningful to you? How are you already 

implementing them in your life? 

 

Our title for our study has been Ezra: Arise and Rebuild, and we have seen a pattern 

develop throughout the book about how this is possible. What does it take to rebuild a life 

of faith after being in our own diaspora(s)?  

 

» Let’s skim back through Ezra and our notes and see if we can identify what we 

should do when we return to the Lord and begin to rebuild a life of faith. This can be 

in the form of a chart or list or whatever - anything works! 

 

» How would you explain to someone what it means to return to the Lord and rebuild 

a life of faith? 

 

For six weeks we watched an incredible progression. The nation of Israel left captivity 

after 70 years and returned home. There, they began the hard work of reconciliation - 

choosing to put their sin aside in exchange for obedience and restoration. The results 

were extraordinary. Just like they physically rebuilt the Temple stone by stone, obeying 

the call to recreate the House of the Lord for generations to come, they also spiritually 

rebuilt their faith step by step, with trust in and guidance from the One who had brought 

them out of the Diaspora to begin with. What a story! We too can always return to our 

Lord. He waits for us, and He helps us rebuild our lives of faith. 
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Suggestions for Leaders   
& Disciple-Makers 

 
» What did you learn about the sin of Israel and how it affected the whole nation? 

 

» What do you think is the proper response to sin? 

 

» What did you learn about God’s character? 

 

» Do you think nothing rises above its leadership? Why? 

 

» How seriously do you take your sin? The sin that you see around you? 

 

» What are the most important Truths and/or Applications you are taking away from Ezra? 

 

» How would you explain how to return to the Lord and rebuild a life of faith? 
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ALSO FROM REACHING HER... 
If you’re looking to continue digging deep into God’s Word, we would love to join you 

through some of our other studies! You can find all of the following at ReachingHer.com. 

 

» A Summer of Psalms Reading Guide 

» Titus: For the Grace of God Has Appeared 

» Ruth: In the Shadow of His Wings 

» Hosea: Dear Runaway Soul 

» Philippians: Make My Joy Complete 

» The Gospels: Becoming a Disciple of Jesus 

» The Gospels: Appointed and Equipped 

» The Gospels: The Costs of Discipleship 

» The Gospels: The Ultimate Sacrifice 

 

 

COMING SOON TO REACHING HER… 

We are so excited to let you in on what’s coming up next for us!  

 

» Nehemiah: Repair Fortify Restore (Winter 2017) 

» Esther:  For Such a Time as This (Spring 2018) 

 

 


