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HOW NICE OF YOU TO JOIN US 

 

HOW THIS WORKS 

Grab a Bible (we will be using the ESV) and a good journal. These two things, along with this 
study, is everything you need to begin The Gospels: The Ultimate Sacrifice. As you press 
on, we will be standing on the sideline cheering for you and ready to offer a hand if you want 
one. You’ll notice that we have set out a week's worth of study. Feel free to self-pace the 
study to fit your life. Whether that looks like one sitting spent at a coffee shop or seven 
breakfast table quiet times is up to you. Remember, a deeper relationship with Christ is the 
prize; so don’t worry about when, where, or how much you get done. Start wherever you 
can, and grow from there.  
 
While you grow, we can support you in several ways. Our website, ReachingHer.com, is 
equipped with a Resource Page that helps to explain all the different Bible study tools we 
use throughout the study. Everywhere you see an underlined resource, there is a 
coordinating description on the online Resource Page on the website.  A weekly blog about 
The Gospels: The Ultimate Sacrifice will communicate what we are learning, and if you 
need encouragement, then we have a social media community and a Pep Talk waiting for 
you. There will also be Reaching Further portions to pursue if you’d like to go a bit deeper 
into the study. Finally, when you get to the end of each week’s lesson you will see a section 
for Discipling Her. This is designed to use when you come together in community and 
can be an effective tool for leaders, groups, or communal discussions. Please join our 
online community by tagging @ReachingHer in your group pictures and personal posts and 
adding #reachingherlovesthegospels.  

 

 

To the depth of our beings, we believe the Bible is buried treasure. But unfortunately, not 
many people consider studying their Bible a worthwhile investment. We hope the reason you 
are reading this introduction right now is because you want to see for yourself what kind of 
treasure this Book holds. Honestly, we are so excited to have you here.  
 
Part of our goal in this study is to push you to think and wrestle with Scripture on your own. 
We aren’t going to tell you what to think or believe, but we are going to give you the tools to 
start digging. 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/bible-versions/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/pep-talk/
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WEEK 1 // JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM 
 

Welcome to our fourth look at The Gospels! We are so excited that you are joining us for The 
Gospels: The Ultimate Sacrifice, Reaching Her’s look at Jesus’ last week on earth, commonly 
called the Passion of the Christ. This study can be done independently or in conjunction with 
our first three Gospels studies - The Gospels: Becoming a Disciple of Jesus; The Gospels: 
Appointed and Equipped; and The Gospels: The Costs of Discipleship. Here we go! 
 
Studying the Gospels up to the point of the passion reveals a Savior both intimate and 
relational. He took time to invest in His disciples, healed the sick and afflicted, and 
communicated to the multitudes about Himself and the message of the Gospel. Now, we 
will see him walk into Jerusalem in praise only to be immediately accused and plotted 
against. Through it all He still teaches. Let’s learn. 
 
Let’s get an idea of what we want to get out of the Gospels about Jesus’ ultimate 
sacrifice. We will be looking to answer 3 guiding questions throughout: 
 

1. Jesus: Who is He so that I may know Him better? So that I may be like Him? 
2. The Gospel: What is the message of good news that has changed me? What is the 

message with which I “go and make disciples”? 
3. Discipleship: What is it? How did Jesus do it? And how can I do it? 

 
Reaching Her’s Definition of Discipleship:  

As I seek God, I intentionally come alongside someone to do life together with them for the 
pursual of their spiritual maturity. (Luke 10:27) 

 
Reading for this week: Luke 19:28-20:44; Matthew 21-22, 26:6-13; Mark 11:1-12:37, 14:3-9; 
John 11:55-12:50 
Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if time allows. 
 
Worship 
We are going to start this week by considering first the concept of Worship. Let’s take our 
journals and ponder the following questions: 

» How would you define worship? When and how do you worship? What is the goal of 
your worship? How does worship affect you? 
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Now, let’s look at two instances of Worship in our reading this week: 
» Mary and the Alabaster Vial - Matthew 26:6-13, Mark 14:3-9, John 12:1-11 

o Each of our readings give a slightly different view of what happened. Let’s read 
all three and coalesce them into our own summary. What do you learn about 
Mary and her actions? 

o There was some rebuking of her choice - what was the issue? 
o How did Jesus respond? 

» Triumphal Entry - Luke 19:28-44, Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-11, John 12:12-19 
o We have four different interpretations for Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem. Let’s read 

and compare each account. It may be helpful to use our Listing Resource to note 
the differences per Gospel. 

o How is Jesus greeted as He entered the city? What are the people saying and 
doing? Why is He greeted this way?  

o Reaching Further: What Old Testament cross reference were the people quoting? 
What else can we learn from its context? 

» Let’s pause for a moment and consider some takeaways so far by using our Truths and 
Applications Resources. 

We’ve now looked at two instances of Worship, so let’s see if we can go a bit further. 
» Let’s add to our understanding about worship by gathering some additional 

information from some cross references:  1 Chronicles 16:23-31, Psalm 99, Psalm 100, 
Isaiah 29:13, John 4:21-24, Romans 12:1-2. For each, let’s jot down what we learn 
about worship in our journals. 

Now, let’s draw some conclusions about Worship. 
» What Truths and/or Applications should we draw from our study of the scripture?  
» How would we now describe worship? Does this change our previous beliefs? How are 

we going to worship the Lord this week? 
 
Accusations 
Jesus enters Jerusalem in praise but is immediately attacked and plotted against. From our 
study in past weeks, Jesus and His followers were well aware of what they were walking 
into, but He doesn’t waver - He walks right in. Let’s see what we can learn from how He 
addresses His accusers.  

» We’re going to focus on six events or parables from our week’s scripture. By using the 
table below, we should be able to hone in on the main point of each. Let’s jot the table 
down in our journals so we can have plenty of room. 

o Jesus in the Temple - Luke 19:45-48, Matthew 21:12-17, Mark 11:15-18 
o Authority Questioned - Luke 20:1-8, Matthew 21:23-27, Mark 11:27-33 
o Jesus and Taxes - Luke 20:19-26, Matthew 22:15-22, Mark 12:13-17 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Considering our study so far, how would we describe Jesus’ overall perspective of His 
accusers? How did He choose to deal with their accusations?  

» Are there any Truths and/or Applications for us from what Jesus taught? Or for when 
we deal with accusation as believers? 
 

The Greatest Commandment 
Our last stop of the week is to focus in on another one of the exchanges between Jesus and 
His accusers. It has great importance for us and the way we should live.  

» Let’s start by reading the following accounts in Matthew 22:34-40 and Mark 12:28-34 
and use our Summarizing Resource for each. 

» What does Jesus say is the greatest commandment? What is the second? How would 
you put these in more modern language for today? 

» Now, let’s go to a cross reference - Exodus 20:3-17. As we read, let’s number the 
commandments 1-10. 

o All the commandments fall into two general categories. Let’s see if we can 
identify the two categories and then list out the 10 Commandments according 
to their category.  

o Is there a theme? How does this connect to what Jesus says are the two 
greatest commandments? 

» Go back to our passages in Matthew and Mark. Jesus gives two commands - what do 
they have in common? How are we supposed to love in each instance? 

» What are the main Truths and/or Applications we can take with us?  Can we connect 
these commandments to what we’ve already learned about worship? 

 

 Jesus in the 
Temple 

Authority 
Questioned 

Jesus & Taxes 

What was the 
source of the 
conflict? 

   

What happened?    

What was Jesus’ 
main point? 

   

Truths & 
Applications 

   

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» How do you worship? 
» Did your thoughts about worship change after studying scripture this 

week? 
» What did you learn about how Jesus dealt with conflict and His accusers?  
» As a believer, how do you deal with accusation and persecution? 
» How did Jesus’ greatest commandments compare to the Old 

Testament? 
» How do you see the greatest commandments play out in your own life? 

 

 

Jesus must have felt the irony of being held in such high esteem as He entered the city only 
to be chastised and questioned almost the next moment. In our humanity it would’ve been 
easy to want to give up, to leave Jerusalem, and to head to calmer territory. But, not only 
does our Savior face the trials walking toward giving the ultimate sacrifice, He teaches 
us about how to choose Him. Let’s end our week in prayers of thanksgiving for Jesus and 
prayers of application for what we’ve learned. 
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WEEK 2 // PROPHECY: A GUIDE 
  

 
Jesus is in Jerusalem. Next week the ultimate sacrifice of Christ will begin in earnest, but as 
Jesus is preparing to leave His disciples, He pauses to pull back the curtain and reveal the 
future, saying: “Take heed. Behold, I have told you in advance.” So, let us also take heed, 
turning our eyes to the future to see what we may learn and how we may be guided by 
prophecy.  
 
Reading for this week: Luke 20:45-21:36, Matthew 23-25, Mark 12:38-13:37 
Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if time allows. 

» Let’s begin by prayerfully reading Luke 21:5-36, Matthew 24:1-1-51, and Mark 13:1-
37. As we go, feel free to jot down any questions that come up while reading. 
Prophecy brings up a lot of questions!  

» There is a whole lot packed into this prophecy or foretelling of things to come. Let’s 
see if we can specify what Jesus is prophesying. Review Matthew 24:1-3 and Mark 
13:1-5 and write out what three questions Jesus is addressing and why.  
 

Prophecy Fulfilled Helps Us to Trust: “When will the temple be destroyed?” 
The disciples will see this first prophecy fulfilled in their lifetime. Let’s see if it holds truth for 
us. 

» Let’s reread Luke 21:10-24 (specifically verses 20-24) and see if there is anything that 
stands out about what this time is like. 

» Since this prophecy is now history, let’s turn our attention to historical context. Let’s 
do a discreet Internet search about the fall of Jerusalem (70 A.D.) and then 
compare what we learn to the prophecy that Jesus made.  

» What do we think about seeing Jesus’ prophecy fulfilled? Does this affect the way we 
trust God and His word, His prophecy? Let’s use our Truths and Applications 
Resources to solidify what we have learned from this first portion of the prophecy.  

 
Prophecy Guides and Instructs Us: “What are the signs of Jesus’ (second) coming?” 
“What are the signs of the end of the age?” 
As these two prophecies address the future, we will look at them together. Remember, 
prophecy is not an easy topic. There are people who study it their whole lives, write 
commentaries, sell books, and host conferences about prophecy alone. Even within this 
intellectual group, there are many schools of thought, and few agree.  So instead of 
getting caught up in the details, let’s seek out the heart of Jesus’ teachings. 
 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» One of the easiest ways to understand the heart of what Jesus is saying is to look for 
commands. Let’s read back through Mark 13:1-37 and use our Listing Resource to 
make a list of any commands that Jesus gives His disciples and, therefore, us.  

» In addition to Mark, let’s briefly reread Luke 21:5-36 and Matthew 24 for any further 
insight into the instructions that Jesus left us. Make sure to add any commands to our 
list. 

» Let’s also look at 2 Peter 3:1-18 and 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11. What do Peter and Paul 
have to add to this topic? Do they give any guidance or instruction for us in light 
of the future? Here also we will want to add any commands to our list.  

» Well done! That was a lot of reading and listing, but the fruit will be rich. Now, let’s 
take that list that we have created and stop and evaluate by highlighting some 
takeaways. 

» After evaluating we should find ourselves in a better place to answer some 
questions: 

o What was Jesus was trying to convey by:  
 1) Giving us a look into the future?  
 2) Telling us how to act in light of the future? 

o What Truths and/or Applications do we need to learn or apply from the 
instruction that Jesus has passed onto us? 

 
Examples of Why to Follow the Guidance and Instructions of Prophecy 
Knowing the future brings responsibility. We’ve been given instruction, and in Matthew 25 
Jesus also gives three stories to help us comprehend why He has guided us in the way that 
He has.  

» Read and summarize on our own: the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13), 
the Parable of the Talents (Matthew 25:14-30), and the Explanation of Judgment 
(Matthew 25:31-46). 

» In our journals let’s explain how each of these stories encourage us to carry out the 
instructions that Jesus left us in light of the future. 

 
Reaching Further: Jesus has used prophecy to show us how and why we are to carry out the 
Gospel. He also uses the Pharisees as an example to guide us. 

» Read Matthew 23 and make a list of how the Pharisees conduct themselves. 
» What Truths and/or Application can we draw about how we are to conduct ourselves? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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It would be so easy to get caught up in all the details of this prophecy on the way to the 
ultimate sacrifice. We could have spent hours using the entire book of Revelation as a cross-
reference to try to understand each element. And while this would not have been wrong, 
for our study we will walk away with something more simple but extremely valuable. We 
will walk away knowing that Jesus shows us the future so that He may guide us - telling 
us how to live in light of that future. He equips us with a set of instructions so that we 
can be prepared to face what will come. Now the choice is left to us: we can “fall from our 
steadfastness” or we can “take heed and keep on the alert. 
 

Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 
» How did you view prophecy before this lesson? Has that viewpoint 

changed? 
» How would you explain the reason that Jesus speaks prophecy to the 

disciples and to us? 
» What did you think about Jesus’ prophecy regarding the fall of Jerusalem 

coming true and being historically accurate? 
» What commands regarding prophecy stood out to you?  
» Are there any Truths and/or Applications that you will apply to your life 

regarding the commands that stood out to you? 
» How did Jesus’ stories help you to understand why we should obey His 

commands? 
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2 

 

WEEK 3 // THE LAST SUPPER 
 

We’ve entered into the week commonly referred to as the Passion, where Jesus is moving 
steadily toward the cross, His ultimate sacrifice. Although that weighty task is coming, 
Jesus is first pressing pause to spend some quality moments with His disciples, His 
Talmidim. He’s going to pull His closest disciples a bit closer to share some things of 
utmost importance before He gives His life to save them and us as well. There is much 
wisdom for us here, so let’s dive in. 
 
Reading for this week: Luke 21:37-22:38; Matthew 26:1-5, 14-30; Mark 14:1-2, 10-26; John 
13 
Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if time allows. 
 
Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread 
In order to grasp the importance of what Jesus is about to communicate to the disciples, we 
are going to begin this week by understanding the context of the events we see unfolding 
in our reading.  

» Let’s begin by reading through the following passages and use our Keywords 
Resource to mark references to time and references to preparation of any kind: Luke 
22:7-13, Matthew 26:17-19, Mark 14:12-16. Then let’s use our Listing Resource to jot 
down what we learn about each topic. 

o What is going on in Jerusalem? For what are Jesus and the disciples preparing?  
» Now that we know what’s about to go down, let’s grasp some historical 

understanding by looking at a cross reference in Exodus 11-12. 
o Let’s jot down a quick summary of what is going on in these chapters in Exodus. 
o How would this affect what is going on in present-day Jerusalem at the time of 

our readings? 
» Let’s also do some discreet internet searches to deepen our historical knowledge, 

taking note of what we learn in our journals.  Some topics to consider: Passover, the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread, Seder Meal (specifically all the steps involved and what 
they represent), etc. 

» So far, have we seen any parallels between what we already know and what we’ve 
learned about Jesus and the Gospel? 

 
 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/


 

 11 
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
REACHING HER   | THE GOSPELS: The Ultimate Sacrifice 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
REACHING HER | THE GOSPELS: The Ultimate Sacrifice 

The Last Supper 
» Now, let’s move on into the upper room and make some observations of this last 

meal and interaction between Jesus and His disciples. While reading the parallel 
accounts, let’s write down a “play by play” of what happens in each. (Luke 22:14-23, 
Matthew 26:26-30, Mark 14:22-26) 

» What is Jesus’ desire/emotion in having this last meal with His disciples? What does 
that say about Jesus?  

» Let’s look at our lists and identify exactly what Jesus said during the meal. What do 
we learn about the bread? The cup? 

o To what is Jesus referring? How would this parallel the celebration of Passover? 
» Let’s look closely at the phrasing in Luke 22:20. How does Jesus explain the cup being 

poured out? What is the result? 
o To further understand this new Covenant, let’s use our Word Study Resource of 

Strong’s #1242. What do we learn by looking at both the definition and some 
cross references? 

o How does this affect our understanding of the Gospel? Using our Truths and 
Applications Resources, what can we draw from Jesus’ words and actions? 

» Now, let’s focus on Luke 22:19 and identify the command. What is it and what do we 
think Jesus means? 

o Let’s see if we can gain deeper understanding by looking at a cross reference - 1 
Corinthians 11:23-29. What clarifications does Paul give regarding the Lord’s 
Supper?  

o Are there any Truths and/or Applications we can draw for our lives? Should the 
Lord’s Supper be a part of our lives? Why? How? 

 
Hallel 
In Matthew 26:30 and Mark 14:26, we should notice a special detail regarding this meal in 
the upper room. 

» What do we learn after rereading these verses? 
As Jesus would be leading the Passover Seder in the upper room, He would most likely 
have taken time for the Hallel, which was a traditional recitation of Psalms commonly 
occurring on Jewish holidays. Today we find the Hallel in Psalms 113-118.  

» Reaching Further: Let’s do some discretionary internet research on the Hallel and the 
purpose of these Psalms in Jewish historical culture. 

» For this portion of our week’s study, we are going to slow down a bit. Let’s grab our 
Bible and our journals and find a quiet place to ponder the Hallel as we read 
through it. As we read, let’s take note of what we learn about the following: 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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o What do we learn about God? Why is He worthy of our praise? 
o Jesus was reading/singing these Psalms in context with the Passover and also 

His immediate future. Why would that be significant? 
o Are there some Truths and/or Applications we can take with us from the Hallel? 

 
A New Commandment 
Before we leave this week’s scriptures, let’s hone in on one command Jesus gives His 
disciples by rereading John 13:31-35 and marking it. 

» What is the new command given to the disciples? Why is it given? Why do we think 
Jesus gives this command now? 

» Let’s think back on the Talmidim relationship Jesus has with His disciples, how He 
chose to do life with them every day. How would we describe that relationship so far? 
How would this command take it to the next level? 

» How does this new command relate to Discipleship? Let’s identify some Truths and/or 
Applications here. 
 

Reaching Further 
There were several happenings in our readings this week that we did not have time to address. 
For each of the following: identify what happened, Truths and/or Applications, and what we 
learn about Jesus, the Gospel, and/or Discipleship. 

» The plot to kill Jesus. (Luke 21:37-38; Matthew 26:1-5; Mark 14:1-2) 
» Judas labeled as a betrayer. (Luke 22:1-6; Matthew 26:14-16, 20-25; Mark 14:10-11, 17-

21; John 13:21-20) 
» Who is the greatest? and Peter’s Prophecy (Luke 22:24-38; John 13:36-38) 
» Jesus washes the disciples’ feet. (John 13:1-20) 

 
We refer to this week of suffering and sadness in Jesus’ life as the Passion, but it is 
interesting to point out that Jesus’ true passion was His people. Even though on the cusp 
of the ultimate sacrifice of His own life, Jesus takes time to spend precious moments of 
love, fellowship, and imparting wisdom to His disciples. Being a participant with them 
through the Last Supper has given us such a glorious picture of our own Passover Lamb! 
Praise be to Jesus! 
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What did you learn about the historical context of the Passover? How 
did you connect that to Jesus? 

» What about Jesus’ character through the Last Supper made an impact 
on you? 

» How did what you learn from the Last Supper affect your 
understanding of the Gospel? 

» What about the Hallel struck you the most? 
» Why do you think love was the “new commandment” given by Jesus? 
» How do you integrate Jesus’ command to “love one another” into 

your daily life? 
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WEEK 4 // I AM LEAVING 
 

 If you had one last chance before you died to talk to the people closest to you, what would 
you say? How would you convey everything you needed to tell them? Here in John 14-17 
we get to see Jesus have his last conversation with His Talmidim before He goes to the 
cross. As we can guess, there is a lot packed into this exchange and a bounty of Truth for us 
to glean.  
 
Reading for this week: John 14-17 
 
Let’s grab our journals, open our Bibles, and read through John 14-17. Remember this is 
a glimpse into the very real past and a revelation of our own future.  
Next, we will begin to peel back the layers of these deep chapters by looking at our reading 
through our three lenses: Discipleship, Jesus, and the Gospel. These viewpoints will help 
us grasp the main teachings that Jesus is trying to convey before the cross.  
 
Discipleship - “I am leaving … I will not leave you as orphans …” 
Jesus has lived life with His Talmidim, day in and day out, for three years, and now He tells 
them plainly that He is leaving them. However, He will not leave them as orphans. He will 
send Someone else to them. 

» Let’s read just the portions of scripture that teach about Jesus leaving and the Holy 
Spirit to come: John 14:1-6, 16-31; 15:26-27; 16:5-15. As we read, let’s use our Key 
Words Resource and mark the words Leave/Go and also Helper/Holy Spirit.  

» Now let’s use our Listing Resource to make two lists - one about what we learn 
about Jesus’ Leaving/Going and another about the coming of the Helper/Holy Spirit.  

» As we evaluate our list on Jesus leaving the disciples, how would we explain to 
someone why Jesus says that He is leaving? 

» If one of the main reasons that Jesus is leaving is so that He can send the Holy Spirit to 
the disciples, let’s next evaluate our list on the Holy Spirit. What do we learn about 
this Helper?  

» Let’s use our Word Study Resource to look up the word Helper, Strong’s # 3875, to 
give us more insight into this amazing part of the Trinity. What do we learn about the 
Holy Spirit? 

» Let’s also look at some cross references to see what else we can learn about the 
Holy Spirit: Ezekiel 36:26-27, Romans 8:15-16 and 26, Galatians 5:22-25, and 1 
Corinthians 12: 1-11. What do we learn? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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»  Before we move to our next portion of study, let’s stop to reflect on two things: 
o We’ve learned a lot about the Holy Spirit. Using our Truths and Applications 

Resources, do we need to make any changes in our lives?  
o Were there any Truths or Applications that we can take away from how Jesus 

discipled and how I am, in turn, to disciple?  
 
Jesus - Comfort to the Disciples 

» John 14:1-6, 27-31; 16:5-7, 16-22, 33; and chapter 17 will highlight how Jesus comforts 
the disciples. 

» Give these references another read and then write out a few sentences explaining 
the character of Jesus and how He cares for us.  

 
Gospel - Correct Perspective 
Jesus reminds the disciples to have a correct perspective within their relationships. Let’s 
look at three chunks of scripture (John 15:1-11, John 15:12-17, and John 15:18-16:4) and 
answer the following questions for each of them: 

» What relationship is exemplified here? 
» What perspective are we to have in this relationship? Did Jesus leave us any 

instructions in regards to this relationship? 
» Are there any changes we need to make in the relationships we have? 

 
Gospel - Oneness with God and Man 
An emphasis has been placed on unity within Jesus’ teachings, but in this last conversation 
Jesus really tries to help us see the importance of oneness. Let’s read John 14:7-15, 15:1-11, 
and especially chapter 17.  

» Mark the Key Words Abide/One, and then let’s make a list on what we learn about 
oneness.  

» What do we learn about the unity between Jesus and God the Father? Between Jesus 
and us? Between us and God the Father? Between believers? 

» Why is this unity important? (Review 17:23-24.) 
» In light of Jesus leaving the disciples, why is a good understanding of unity important? 
» Let’s evaluate our relationships with God and with other believers. Do we see unity in 

these relationships? Are there any changes that need to be made? 
 

Gospel - Reminders to Pray 
Finally, let’s look at several insightful verses about prayer: John 14:13-14; 15:7-8,16; and 
16:23-27.  
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What would you say to your closest friends if you were leaving them? 
What do you think about what Jesus chooses to say to His Talmidim? 

» What did you learn about the Holy Spirit?  
» How does the Holy Spirit help you in your day-to-day life?  
» How does Jesus comfort you? 
» How does correct perspective help you to live out your relationship 

with God? With believers? With the world? 
» What should unity/oneness look like in your life? 

 

» What does asking in Jesus’ name mean? Does Psalm 37:4 give us any insight into 
this concept? 

» Why do you think Jesus is emphasizing prayer as He is about to leave His 
disciples? 

» What does our own prayer life look like?  
 
Jesus never meant to stay on Earth forever. He will pay the ultimate sacrifice so that 
He can go and prepare a place for the disciples so that we may join Him. Until then, 
the disciples will have to rely on the Helper. In our own lives, do we rely on the 
Helper? Do we lean into Him so that He may teach us, guide us, and bring to our 
remembrance Jesus’ words? We have studied four chapters where Jesus has given us 
Truth. Let's pray for hearts of humility so that our Helper can guide us to live out the 
Truth we have learned.  
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WEEK 5 // THE ROAD TO DEATH 
 

 
 

It’s weeks like this that make studying the Gospels hard. Last week we gleaned much truth 
from Jesus’ last major teachings on earth as He imparted much wisdom to His Talmidim. 
But the tone of this week will be different. We’ll have to walk with Him through being 
betrayed, accused, mocked, and beaten on the road to His ultimate sacrifice. We’ll see Jesus 
in anguish and pain, and this is technically only the beginning. It will be hard, but it can 
also be fruitful. Let’s open the Word, and let’s walk the hard road toward death with Jesus. 
 
Reading for this week: Luke 22:39-23:25; Matthew 26;36-27:32; Mark 14:32-15:21; John 
18:1-19:16 
Our focus passages are in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if time allows. 
 
Reaching Further: This week will read like scenes from a fast-paced movie. So, to help us slow 
down and grasp everything, we’ll look at each event individually. Let’s keep a chart of our 
different events, using our Listing Resource for the pertinent details from each Gospel account.  
 
In the Garden: Luke 22:39-46, Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 14:32-42 

» Where do Jesus and His disciples find themselves? Why does Jesus stop here? 
» Throughout the Gospels, we can see Jesus dedicate time to prayer. Once again, in 

one of His darkest hours, He turns to prayer again. Let’s take a look closer. 
o Let’s look closely at the verses in Luke and Matthew. What do we learn about 

Jesus’ emotional state? How does this come across in how He prays? 
 Jesus is very emotionally raw here, but does that sway His view of Truth? 

Let’s look at a cross reference in Psalm 13. What do we learn about 
David’s perspective in prayer? 

 Let’s use our Truths and Applications Resources to identify some 
takeaways from these prayers. 

o Now, let’s look specifically at Matthew 26:39 and 42 and put Jesus’ pleas into 
our own words. 

 In the midst of emotion, what is Jesus’ perspective? What did this mean?  
 How should we Apply this to our own prayers? (Consider looking at 

Matthew 6:7-13 as a cross reference.) Is there anything about Discipleship 
we can glean? 
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o Jesus has some interesting interactions with the disciples during this time in 
the garden. What stands out? 

 Jesus points out a specific reason why the disciples should be praying 
instead of sleeping. What is it? What do you think He meant in context? 

 Let’s take this a step further by comparing Jesus’ admonition to a cross 
reference in Romans 8:1-14. What do we learn? 

 What Truths and/or Applications can we draw about prayer and/or 
temptation? 

 
Arrest: Read Luke 22:47-65; Matthew 26:47-56, 69-75; Mark 14:43-50, 66-72; John 18:1-11, 
25-27 

» Jesus says at the end of their time in the Garden that His betrayal was at hand. How 
does it go down?  

o Reaching Further: Can we find references to how many people showed up to arrest 
Jesus - both Jews and Romans? 

» Now the story focuses on Peter. Let’s write out what happens in our own words, 
specifically looking at Luke 22:49-51.  

o What does Jesus do for Peter here? How is it significant? Are there any Truths 
and/or Applications for us? 

o A little bit later, the spotlight is shown once again on Peter. What do we learn 
about Peter’s denials? Is it interesting in light of what happened in the Garden 
earlier? 

» Let’s look specifically at Jesus by making a list of what He said and did during His 
arrest. 

o What stands out? What else can we learn about Jesus’ perspective and actions 
in the face of adverse circumstance? 

o What Truths and/or Applications should we take with us? 
 
Jesus Before His Accusers: Luke 22:66-71, 23:1-25; Matthew 26:57-68, 27:11-26; Mark 
14:53-65, 15:1-15; John 18:12-24, 28-40; 19:1-16 

» As we read, let’s jot down some observations in chart form in our journals. 
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» Now let’s go back through what we’ve studied in this section and make a list of 
Truths and Applications. (Consider comparing what you learn to Exodus 14:13-14.) 
What stands out? 

 
Jesus Beaten and Mocked: Read Matthew 27:27-32, Mark 15:16-21, John 19:1-8 

» While we reread the above passages, let’s use our Key Word Resource to mark 
every reference to Jesus, including pronouns. Then, let’s use our Listing Resource 
to see how Jesus is treated. 

o Think back to Week 1 when Jesus entered Jerusalem. What is different?  
 There were multitudes at both events. What does that tell us about the 

Jews of Jerusalem?  
o Now, let’s compare our list to the Messianic prophecy in Isaiah 53. What 

more do we learn? 
» How would we describe Jesus’ response throughout these verses? What more do 

we learn about His choices and perspective? Are there any Truths and/or 
Applications for us here? 

 
Walking the road toward death with Jesus isn’t easy. It’s hard to see our Savior treated 
so poorly, to see His suffering, to see how many people turned a blind eye to Him. But 
there is so much Truth we can gain when we look at Jesus’ character in the midst of 
such trying circumstances. He prayed. He spoke Truth. He endured toward a greater 
goal. He took all our sin. He gave the ultimate sacrifice. Let’s prayerfully consider our 
Jesus and let’s ask - what will be our biggest takeaways? 
 

 Questions or Accusations 
Made Against Jesus 

Treatment of 
Jesus 

Jesus’ Response: Words & 
Actions 

Sanhedrin (Luke) 
 

   

Caiaphas 
 

   

Annas (John) 
 

   

Herod (Luke)    

Pilate 
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

 Why does Jesus pray? What about His prayer affected your prayer 
life? 

 What did you learn about Jesus’ choices versus His emotions? 
 How does prayer counteract temptation? 
 What causes you to deny Jesus? Why do you think this is so? 
 What does it mean that the Lord will fight for us? Does that affect the 

way you live? 
 How did Jesus’ choices and perspectives affect you? 
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WEEK 6 // DEATH ON A CROSS 
 

How can we grasp the vastness of what the Crucifixion means to us? It is the crux of Christ’s 
mission on earth. It is a dramatic picture of how Jesus loves us, values us, saves us, and cares 
for us. There is so much bound up in this one bloody, painful sacrifice. So, this week as we 
study the crucifixion let us not take this monumental event lightly - instead let us 
prayerfully proceed with reverence as we witness the price of our freedom.  
 
Reading for this week: Luke 23:26-56, Matthew 27:33-66, Mark 15:22-47, John 19:16-42 
Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if time allows. 
 
This week we are going to do things a bit differently. We are going to study these 
passages, but more so we are going to have a heart of meditation and of prayer. So, as 
we begin let us take some time to settle ourselves and prepare to intentionally and humbly 
meet with God.  
 
Acknowledging Christ Would Suffer and Die - Matthew 27:33-66 
Before we read the account of the crucifixion from Matthew, let’s do a discreet internet 
search on Crucifixion and what this would really look like, feel like, and be like. We don’t 
want to miss the very real price that Christ paid for us, because of our sin.  

» Now, let’s read Matthew 27:33-66. 
» Let’s acknowledge the suffering that Jesus was willing to take on by writing out a 

prayer to Him in our journals.  
» Let’s use our Truth and Application Resource to jot down truths and applications 

about what God has revealed to us. What do we learn about Jesus suffering for us? 
About us being willing to suffer for others?  

 

Understanding God’s Compassionate Sovereignty - John 19:16-42 
John’s account of the crucifixion contains an element that the other Gospels do not. John 
shows, through scripture, how God is sovereign. He writes about how in God’s compassion, 
He prepared this day for Jesus, so that He could shower us with grace and save us.  

» Read John 19:16-42 and use our Key Word Resource to mark the word Scripture. 
What do we learn about Scripture and God’s plan? 

» Let’s look up these Old Testament references to Scriptures in what we just read by 
using our Cross Reference Resource while adding Psalm 22 and Isaiah 52:13-53:12. 
Does anything stand out? 
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» Before we move to Application, let’s stop and meditate on God, on God’s plan to 
save us, on the price God was ALWAYS willing to pay to save us, and on the 
prophesies God fulfilled. Let’s jot down what the Lord is revealing in our journals.  

» Are there any Truths or Applications about God’s compassionate plan to save us that 
stand out? 

» Reaching Further: Let’s do a discreet internet search on the Greek phrase “Tetelestai” 
from John 19:28 and 30.  What does it mean and what is its historical usage? The Greek 
grammatical structure of this phrase in the Gospel of John is perfect passive indicative - 
what is important about that? What does this phrase mean for us? 

 
Believing Our Great Value - Luke 23:26-56 
Value is set by the one who pays for something. In this case our value is clearly displayed in 
the price that Jesus and God the Father were willing to pay for us. Let’s read Luke 23:26-56 
and begin to choose to see ourselves in the same light that Jesus does.  

» Jesus’ death on the cross is not the only place that God tells us how valuable we are. 
Let’s read through these cross references and list what we learn about our value 
(Stay the course here, for it is deep and refreshing!): John 3:16, 15:15-16; Ephesians 
1:1-14, 2:8-10; Galatians 4:6-7; Psalms 23, 100, 139. 

» Reaching Further: Pick a verse that God used to speak to you from your study and 
memorize it. 

» Are there any Truths and/or Applications that we need to believe or apply after 
renewing our mind with God’s Word (Romans 12:2)? 

 

Worshiping Our Worthy Savior - Mark 15:22-47 
Psalm 100:2 says: “Worship the Lord with gladness; come before Him singing.”  

» Let’s read Mark 15:22-47. As we read let us pause as God touches our heart to 
worship Him for who He is and what He has done.  

» Reaching Further: Review what we learned in Week 1 about Worship. 
» Worship is as varied as colors. So, as we close this last reading, let us actively 

worship God: perhaps though praise music, a written prayer in our journals, art, 
testifying to others, a monetary gift, or anything else that God prompts us to offer.  

» Are there any Truths or Applications that God has revealed to us?  
 

Jesus, our Savior, we come before you and acknowledge the price that You paid for us. 
We realize that You suffered and paid lavishly for us - the ultimate sacrifice. Thank you 
for planning to save us from the beginning, for foretelling it to us so that we could have 
faith and hope in You. Thank you for giving us inherent value in the price 
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Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What are your thoughts after studying the Crucifixion? 
» What are your takeaways from seeing Jesus choose to suffer on your 

behalf? 
» Are you willing to suffer for others? Why? 
» What did you learn about God’s sovereign plan to save us? 
» Are there any changes in how you view yourself because of the study? 
» How did you choose to worship God this week? 

 

You were willing to pay for us. We agree with You and believe that we are your 
precious, invaluable, and prized children. Father, we bow down and worship You, 
knowing that You are great and that Your lovingkindness is forever. We give you 
glory! Amen. 
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WEEK 7 // RESSURECTION & ASCENSION 
 

Throughout our study we have watched Jesus walk into the city of Jerusalem, spend His last 
moments with His Talmidim, endure incredible persecution and death on the cross, and this 
week we look at the event that will bring meaning to the ultimate sacrifice. We’re here with 
a front seat to the Resurrection of our Savior. And although the Gospels are wrapping up, 
His work isn’t finished quite yet. 
 
Reading for this week: Luke 24, Matthew 28, Mark 16, John 20-21, Acts 1:1-11, 1 
Corinthians 15:1-9 
Our focus passage is in bold. Feel free to reach further by reading all passages if time allows. 
 
Let’s begin this week with some prayerful and concentrated reading of the above passages 
(notice we have a couple of passages outside of the Gospels). Grab a comfy chair and get a 
feel for the events after the death and burial of Jesus. It may help to make a list of the 
major events to keep us accountable as we read.  

» Let’s do a discreet internet search for a chart that will help us understand the 
progression of events. (Searching “Passion Week Timeline” is a great place to start.) 

» Now, let’s focus on Luke 24:6 and Mark 16:6 and use our Word Study Resource for 
Risen (Strong’s #1453). What do we learn?  

» Our faith is contingent on the Resurrection as fact. What stands out to us about this 
event? What does it mean for our faith? How should we view the Resurrection? 

 
Doubt versus Belief: Luke 24:1-45; Matthew 28:16-17; Mark 16:9-14; John 20:1-10, 24-29, 
21:1-14 
One of the themes we’ve seen throughout our study is a focus on belief as a foundation for 
the Gospel itself. Let’s see what more we can learn about this theme after the Resurrection. 

» While we read the above passages, let’s use our Key Words and Listing Resources to 
mark Believe/Belief, Unbelief, Doubt AND what Jesus said/did.  

» Where did you see the disciples doubt/have unbelief? Why do we think they had levels 
of doubt? How do we think it affected them? 

o Let’s look into our own lives. Where/when/how do we doubt the Lord? What is 
the result of our unbelief and doubt? 

» Now, let’s look at the list we made about Jesus’ words and actions. What stands out? 
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o Look specifically at Luke 24:45 (read in the ESV or NASB). What does Jesus do 
to help the disciples? 

o How would we summarize how Jesus meets the disciples in their doubt and 
unbelief? What does He do/say to aid their belief? 

» Let’s pause here for a moment. As believers, will we have times of doubt? How can 
we grow our belief/faith? (Checking out Mark 9:23-24 and 1 John 5:5 and 20 can be 
helpful.) 

o Let’s look back at our list of what causes our own doubt and spend some time 
in prayer as we ask God to work Jesus’ words into our lives. 

o Are there any Truths and/or Applications we can draw for our lives using our 
Truths and Applications Resources? 

 
Jesus Appears at the Sea of Galilee: John 21 
Here we see Jesus go back to the place where His ministry first started with His closest 
disciples. Let’s begin by reading the whole chapter.  

» Reaching Further: For a review of Jesus’ first visit with the disciples, let’s read through 
Luke 5:1-11, Matthew 4:18-25, Mark 1:16-20. How does this compare to John 21? 

» Verses 15-23 
o Jesus now turns to speak with Simon Peter. What’s the last thing we studied 

about Peter? (For a review, see Week 5/Luke 22:54-65). 
o There is a back and forth exchange between Jesus and Peter.  

 What is Jesus asking Peter? How many times? Why is this significant?  
 Many times we believe that God is condemning or demanding when 

we are sinful. How is Jesus different here with Peter? 
 What, then, does Jesus ask Peter to do? Why would these commands 

and His phrasing be significant? 
 What final command does Jesus leave him with? (See verses 19 and 22.) 

What is its significance here? 
 What Truths and/or Applications can we take from their exchange? 

 
Jesus’ Last Words on Earth: Luke 24:45-53, Matthew 28:18-20, Mark 16:15-20, Acts 1:1-11 
As we read Jesus’ last words on earth, let’s mark and make a list of all the 
commands/directives/instructions given to the disciples. 

» Our verses in Matthew are where we get the Great Commission. How would we 
describe it in our own words?  

o How do we think the disciples were to fulfill this command?  
o This is an important Truth and Application for our own lives. How are we to 

fulfill this command? 
» What other directives/instructions were given to the disciples? Which stand out? 
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» All of these commands seem very difficult and life consuming, and their Rabbi was 
leaving them. What does Acts 1:8 remind us about how the disciples would be left to 
accomplish this work? 

» What will be the fruit of these disciples choosing to follow Jesus and obey His 
commands even after He left them? 

o Is there Truth here for us? How can we begin to Apply it to our lives? 
 
This week proved to be as rich as all the others as we saw our Savior’s intentionality as He 
left earth for heaven once again. His care, compassion, and direction never once faltered 
during the course of His time on earth. And we can rest assured it doesn’t now for us. 
 
Now, let’s wrap up this study. 
 
Jesus has laid out His ultimate sacrifice over the past several weeks of study. Let’s take 
some time to nail down some overarching Truths and/or Applications to take with us as His 
disciples. 
 
Let’s review our notes from the past seven weeks of study and sum up what we’ve learned. 
For each week, let’s jot down our main thoughts:  

» Jesus Himself: What stood out about His choices, actions, character? Do you feel like 
you know Him better? Why? 

» The Gospel: What did you learn about it? How would you describe it to others?  
» Discipleship: Sacrifice and the Helper 

o Week 1: How does worship reflect our love of our Savior? How does “the 
greatest commandment” show in how you disciple? 

o Week 2: How did Jesus’ prophecy increase our trust of Him? Do you trust the 
way He disciples you? How? 

o Week 3: How does Jesus show love for His disciples during/through The Last 
Supper? What ways does the “new commandment” show up in how you 
disciple? 

o Week 4: How has the Holy Spirit discipled you? How does the Holy Spirit aid in 
you discipling others? 

o Week 5: What stood out about Jesus’ perspective(s) on the road to His ultimate 
sacrifice? How is perspective important as you disciple? 

o Week 6: What has the price of the ultimate sacrifice taught you about your 
value? How does knowing your value help you disciple? 
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o Week 7: What about Jesus’ actions/words surrounding the Resurrection and 
Ascension exemplified discipleship? How do you encourage those you 
disciple? 
 

Throughout our study we’ve had a front row seat to Jesus’ last weeks. We’ve seen him 
walk triumphantly into Jerusalem; spend precious time and energy with His disciples; be 
accused, mocked, and beaten; die on a cross; and finally be raised and ascend into heaven. 
All of it was purposeful. Jesus intentionally chose to come to earth and live out the 
ultimate sacrifice winning for us ultimate redemption. Without our debt being paid in 
full by Him, we would never truly know Him, we would not understand the Gospel, and we 
wouldn’t taste the sweet intimacy of being His own disciples. Jesus has done the work. 
All that is left is to choose Him and live out His example. Praise Jesus for His ultimate 
sacrifice! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Discipling Her 
Suggestions for Leaders and Disciple-Makers 

 

» What does it mean for our faith that Jesus is risen? How does that 
affect the Gospel? 

» What causes you to doubt the Lord? 
» What did you learn this week in scripture that will help your belief? 
» How does Jesus’ kindness towards Peter translate to how He 

sees/treats us? 
» How does the Great Commission play out in your life? 
» See questions listed above. 
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