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To the depth of our beings, we believe the Bible is buried treasure. But, unfortunately, not 

many people consider studying their Bible a worthwhile investment. We hope the reason you 

are reading this introduction right now is because you want to see for yourself what kind of 

treasure the Word of God holds. Honestly, we are so excited to have you here. Part of our 

goal in this study is to push you to think and wrestle with Scripture on your own. We will do our 

best not to tell you what to think or believe; instead, we will come alongside your study by 

giving you the resources necessary to start digging. 

 

Grab a Bible (we will be using the ESV) and a good journal. These two things, along with this 

study, are everything you need to begin Esther: For Such a Time as This. You’ll notice that we 

have set out a week's worth of study divided into days.  But, feel free to self-pace the study to 

fit your life. Remember, a deeper relationship with Christ is the prize; so don’t worry about 

when, where, or how much you get done. Start wherever you can, and grow from there.  

 

While you grow, we can support you in several ways. Links within the study will lead you to a 

Resource Page that will help explain the application of each resource with examples. Blog 

posts referencing Truths and Applications grasped through Esther: For Such a Time as This will 

be released periodically. If you’d like to go a bit deeper into the study of Esther, check out 

the Reaching Further portions in each week’s lesson. And, if you need encouragement, then 

we have a social media community and a Pep Talk waiting for you.  

 

Finally, when you get to the end of each week you will see a section for Discipling Her. This is 

designed to use when you come together in community and can be an effective tool for 

leaders, groups, or communal discussion.  

 

Please join our online community by tagging @ReachingHer in your group pictures or personal 

posts and adding #reachingherlovesesther. You can take it from here! Know that we love you 

and will be praying for you! 

 

 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/blog/bibleversions
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/blog/
https://www.reachingher.com/blog/
https://www.reachingher.com/blog/peptalk
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Often we do not get to choose where we are. Look around: people, places, 

circumstances, nationalities, the government...all of these can be factors we have 

no control over. A lot of the who, what, and where has been given to us. However, 

we can choose to “be strong and take courage” wherever it is that we have found 

ourselves. We can boldly follow God in any and every place in our lives, and we 

can bravely make a difference for ourselves and for the people around us. 

 

So, let’s turn our eyes to a woman. A woman who had very little choice over the 

circumstances of her life and yet was not bound by fear. A woman who was 

strikingly beautiful of face and, more importantly, of heart. A women who changed 

the course of history for all time. Let’s begin our study of Esther.   

 

 

Reading for Week 1: Esther Chapter 1 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

WEEK ONE 
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DAY 1  
THE ACCOUNT OF ESTHER 

Let’s lay hold of a journal and make some space to begin the rich journey into Esther. 

We’ll start with creating some Context for our study. 

 

Let’s grab our Bibles and journals and find a place where we can enjoy some quiet. 

Once there, let’s commit to reading Esther in its entirety. It will only take us about thirty 

minutes to survey this engaging text. After reading, let’s jot down a quick title for each 

chapter. 

 

 

DAY 2  
GAINING CONTEXT ABOUT ISREAL 

Esther was an Israelite, one of God’s chosen people; therefore it will be fitting for us to 

have an understanding of Israel during this time period. We will use our Cross Reference 

Resource to gain a bit of background understanding. 

» Let’s start by doing a quick scan of Deuteronomy chapters 28-30, paying specific 

attention to 30:15-20. What do you learn about the covenant (contract 

agreement) between God and Israel?  

» Despite knowing the right things to do, Israel chose evil. Let’s look at 2 Chronicles 

36:10-21, using our Listing Resource to note what the king of Israel was doing, what 

the priests were doing, and what the people were doing. Finally, note what God 

did.   

» Now, let’s turn to the prophet Jeremiah to learn what he spoke to God’s people 

at this time: Jeremiah 29:1-14. What do we learn about Jeremiah? About God? 

What is Israel supposed to do? What do we learn about the context of the famous 

verse in 29:11? 

» The Diaspora consists of the exile and return of Israel. After seventy years of exile, 

let’s see how God began to fulfill His promise to gather Israel back to Himself and 

return her to Jerusalem. What do we learn from 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1-7 

and 6:14-15? 

 Did all the Jewish people return to Israel? Who went and why? What did 

those who stayed do? 

» The books of Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther cover much of the time of the Diaspora. 

Let’s look at our chart (located at the beginning of this study) to see where Esther 

fits into this time period. What do we learn? 

 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 3  
GAINING CONTEXT ABOUT PERSIA 

Now that we have an understanding of Israel in this story, let’s turn our eyes to the Persian 

Empire. This portion of history is really fun.  

» Let’s start by reading Esther 1:1-4 using our Questioning Resource. What do we 

observe? 

» King Xerxes is our first main character. Let’s do a discreet internet search for King 

Xerxes (Ahasuerus) and also the Achaemenid Empire/Persian Empire. What do we 

discover about the world and time that Esther was living in?  

 Reaching Further: Let’s look up a map to show the Persian empire at this 

time. What do we learn?  

» Now, let’s do a discreet internet search of the city of Susa and see what we can 

learn about the city where this story takes place.  

» Finally, since Esther is a book about a woman, let’s do an additional internet search 

to learn about women in the Persian Empire. To aid in our search we can look up 

two historically well documented queens of Persia - Atossa and Amestris.  

 

 

 

DAY 4 

THE WORLD OF ESTHER 
With our background research in place, let’s turn our full attention back to the book of 

Esther! Let’s use our Questioning Resource as we read through all of Esther chapter 1 jotting 

down the questions as we go. 

» What do we learn about King Xerxes? About feasts? About the Persian Empire? 

» We’ve yet to meet Esther; however, we’ve gotten a good understanding of the 

world she encountered. Let’s sum up what we have learned about the setting for 

Esther’s story in our journals. 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 5 

WHERE AM I? 
As we begin to close this week, let’s stop and reflect. Often we get carried away in the 

whirlwind that is life. We can lose touch with being intentional and reflective. So, let’s stop 

and ask ourselves this question: Where am I? 

» Let’s make a list of the circumstances and places we find ourselves.  

 Where are we physically: What is the lay of the land around us? What 

challenges surround us? What do we daily face? How are our physical 

bodies? 

 Where are we emotionally: What are we facing within our own minds and 

hearts? 

 Where are we spiritually: How is our relationship with God Almighty? Are 

there any battles we are fighting here? 

 In what ways do the circumstances of our jobs, roles, and responsibilities 

affect us?  

» The first step to handling our circumstances wisely is knowing what they are. This 

knowledge can be weighty, though, so let’s look at some Cross References to gain 

some perspective: Jeremiah 29:11, Ps 40:4-5, and 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18. Are there 

any Truths and/or Applications we need to take away today? 

 

We’ve familiarized ourselves with the world of Esther, and we’ve inspected our own lives. 

Now, as we finish out this week’s time with God, let us prayerful talk to Him about where 

we stand in this world. Esther is going to be an amazing story, and God created our lives 

to be just as amazing! 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DISCIPLING HER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS   

& AND DISCIPLE-MAKERS 

 
» What did you enjoy from reading Esther? 

 

» What insight did you gain about the people of Israel during the time of Esther?  

 

» Was there anything interesting that you learned about the Persian Empire, 

Xerxes, or women in Persia? 

 

» What do you think about the circumstances in which Esther’s story is about to 

take place? 

 

» Where are you? What are the circumstances that surround you? 

 

» Was there a Truth and/or Application that stood out to you? 
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A Persian kingdom. A reckless King. A jilted Queen. And now, a favored woman 

ready to make her debut. It was an incredible set of circumstances Esther was 

thrust into all those years ago. Incredible enough to try the steadiest of hearts. But 

before the trials come, we must find out who our heroine is, and if she’s ready to 

face what’s to come. 

Reading for Week 2: Esther 1-2 

 

 

 

 

DAY 1 

AN OVERVIEW 

Let’s begin our week by doing a read-through of chapters 1 and 2. While we read, let’s 

use our KeyWord Resource to mark four main characters: Xerxes, Vashti, Esther, and 

Mordecai. Then, we’ll use our Listing Resource to jot down all we learn about each one. 

Understanding these people will be important for our whole study, so let’s not be afraid to 

settle in and spend some time here. 

 

 

 
 

 

WEEK TWO 
 

 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 2 

WHO WERE THE ROYALS? 
Xerxes 

» Going back through our lists, how would we describe King Xerxes (Ahasuerus) in 

chapters 1 and 2? What stood out about his behavior? Words? Actions? Choices?  

» Looking specifically at 1:8, 10-22, what do we learn about the power of the King? 

How would this affect the way he ruled and the atmosphere of his court? 

» Identity is something very important to the believer and to God. It is the essence of 

who and what we are. Let’s now write out a couple of sentences explaining Xerxes’ 

identity in our own words. 

 

Vashti 

» Going back through our lists, how would we describe Queen Vashti in chapters 1 

and 2? What stood out about her behavior? Actions? Choices?  

» Let’s focus on Vashti’s choice in 1:12. Was this a wise choice considering what we 

just learned about Xerxes? What ended up being the consequences of her choice? 

» Let’s now write out a couple of sentences explaining Vashti’s identity in our own 

words. 

 

DAY 3 

WHO WAS ESTHER? 
Esther 

» Going back through our lists, how would we describe Esther (Hadassah) in chapter 

2? What stood out about her heritage? Behavior? Actions? Choices?  

» Reaching Further: Let’s list all of what the women were required to do in 1:9 and 12. 

Why were such strict beauty regimens necessary for the young women of the King? 

Let’s do some reputable research on the internet to see what we can find out. 

» Let’s look closely at 2:10 and 20. What do we learn is Esther’s secret? Why do we 

think Esther kept her heritage a secret? 

» We see the same phrase being used of Esther in 2:9, 15, and 17 - what is it? What 

does it mean? 

 

 



 

 11  

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

ESTHER: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS / WWW.REACHINGHER.COM 

 There are two different words used for Favor here. Let’s use our Word Study 

Resource for Strong’s #2617 and Strong’s #2580 and write down what we 

learn about how everyone (even the King himself!) saw Esther. 

 Looking back over all we have learned so far, why do we think Esther was 

so favored?  

» Let’s compare Esther to a Cross Reference in Proverbs 31:10-31 by listing all the 

characteristics of a woman who fears the Lord. What do we learn? 

» Now, let’s write out a couple of sentences explaining Esther’s identity in our own 

words. 

 

 

DAY 4 

WHO WAS ESTHER’S TRUE FAMILY? 
Mordecai 

» Going back through our lists, how would we describe Mordecai in chapter 2? 

What stood out about his heritage? Behavior? Actions? Choices?  

» Let’s take a moment to focus on 1:21-23 explaining what happens in these verses. 

What do we learn about Mordecai’s character and choice? What were the 

consequences of his choice? 

» Finally, let’s write out a couple of sentences explaining Mordecai’s identity in our 

own words. 

As we delve into the lives of our main characters, the story of Esther is becoming 

more vivid and real. But, before we move any further, are there things we can 

already grasp for ourselves? Let’s use our Truths and Applications Resources to go 

back through what we have studied so far and make a list of takeaways from Xerxes, 

Vashti, Esther, and Mordecai. 

 

 

DAY 5 

WHO AM I? 
After spending so much time in the lives of our characters, let’s end our week spending 

some time in focused reflection with the Lord. We need to ask, “Who am I?” So, let’s find 

a comfy seat, grab a pen and our journals, and consider these questions: 

» How would you describe yourself? What identifies you? Your behavior? Your 

words? Your actions? Your choices? Your day to day life? Who do you say that 

you are? 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DISCIPLING HER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS   

& AND DISCIPLE-MAKERS 
 

» What did you learn about Xerxes that stood out to you? 

 

» What did you learn about Vashti that stood out to you? 

 

» What did you learn about Esther that stood out to you? 

 

» How would you describe someone who has “favor”? 

 

» What did you learn about Mordecai that stood out to you? 

 

» Is knowing Who you are important? Why? 

 

» Explain your identity in Christ. How does that help in poor circumstances? 

 

» Now, let’s check out a better perspective. How does God describe you? How 

would our Lord identify you? 

 Let’s use Ephesians chapters 1 and 2 to help us with these questions. As we 

read, let’s make a list of all that we are in Christ Jesus. What do we learn? 

» Last week we spent time being reflective about our Where - does what we’ve 

learned about our Who help us have a proper perspective of our circumstances? 

What Truths and/or Applications can we take with us? 

» Let’s end our week by writing out a paragraph explaining our own identity. 

 

 

Since our circumstances are ever-changing, it’s important to grasp the things that are 

unchanging. Knowing who we are is integral to the life of the believer. Our identities in 

Christ will forever be steadfast and solid, able to be fully trusted regardless of what is 

happening around us. It’s that knowledge that helps us to move forward. We’ll see that 

to be true for Esther as well in the coming weeks - stay tuned! 

 



 

 13  

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

ESTHER: FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS / WWW.REACHINGHER.COM 

Hard things come like ocean waves. We stand on the shore, our feet in the sand and 

the tides of life come in and out. Sometimes the waves are tame, but inevitably, 

stormy periods will cause them to crash and break upon us. When hard things come, 

when our expectations for our days, weeks, and lives go unmet, what do we do? How 

do we handle the anger and sorrow that springs up in us? Let’s watch as Esther 

gracefully navigates that which is oh so hard.  

 

Reading for Week 3: Esther 3-4 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 1 

HARD THINGS COME 

Today let’s start by reading the next chapters of our story. Just like a page-turning novel, these 

true events are getting more intense. As we read let’s use our Key Words Resource to mark our 

main characters: Haman, Mordecai, and Esther.  

» Before we move forward, let’s think back and list out the hard things that Esther has 

already faced in chapters 1 and 2. 

» Next, let’s add to the list what she is facing in chapters 3 and 4.   

» Let’s also make a brief list of the hard things that Haman and Mordecai are facing. 

(Remember, everyone faces hard things.) 

» Finally, let’s make a list of the hard things that we ourselves are facing. Actually naming 

and writing down on paper that which is bitter, difficult, and hard, will walk us through 

the first step to working through them.  

 

 

 
 
 

WEEK THREE 
 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 2 

THE ENEMY 
We will come back to Esther, but first, let’s take a look at our bad guy, Haman. Let’s reread 

Esther chapter 3 and use our Listing Resource to note what we learn about Haman. 

» According to verse 1, who is he? Who are the Agagites (aka Amalekites)? Let’s look at 

some Cross References to give us more insight into this man: Exodus 17:8-16, 

Deuteronomy 25:17-19, 1 Samuel 15, and 1 Chronicles 1:34-36. What do we learn about 

Haman’s heritage? 

» In verse 13, what is Haman’s intention? Is it any different than that of the enemy we 

face? Let’s look at John 10:10, John 15:18-16:4, 1 Peter 5:8. What do we learn about our 

enemy? How does our enemy compare to the enemy of Esther and the Jews?  

» What Truths and/or Applications can we take away? 

 

 

DAY 3 

DEALING WITH ANGER 
Remembering that everyone has hard things that they face, let’s look once more at Haman 

and what he considers to be the hard things in his life.  

» Expectations can be reasonable and right, unfounded and mistaken, or sinful and 

wrong. What kind of expectations do we see Hamen have? Why are his expectations 

sinful? 

» When Haman's expectations are not met, what is he filled with and controlled by 

according to verse 5?  

 Let’s use our Word Study Resource for Rage/Anger, Strongs #2534. What do we 

learn about anger? Why do we think it has been translated as “poison” so many 

times? 

» Have we ever dealt with anger before? Let’s think back to our past and also consider 

our present: where do we have anger? Prayerfully, let’s rest here a moment and 

investigate our lives, searching for any unresolved anger, writing down whatever comes 

to the surface.  

 Anger is always a secondary emotion, usually spond by unmet expectations. 

Let’s evaluate our list and try to name the root of why we are angry in each 

incidence. 

» Reaching Further: Who else do we see controlled and motivated by anger? We can 

look at Esther 1:12, 2:1, 7:7 and 7:10. What do we learn? 

 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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» Let’s note what God teaches His children about anger. (There are several Cross 

References, and they are all very rich. Let's be diligent!) Psalms 37:8-9, Proverbs 22:24-

25, Proverbs 29:11, Ephesians 4:26, Colossians 3:8, James 1:19-20, and James 4:1-2. 

 So what do we do with feelings of anger and hurt from unmet expectations? 

Let’s turn to God’s written counsel again: Colossians 3:13 and Ephesians 4:31-32. 

What do we learn? 

 Before we close today, let’s take some time to start dealing with any anger and 

hurt from unmet expectations and begin the process of forgiveness.  

 

 

 

DAY 4 

HAVING A WISE COUNSELOR 
Turning to chapter 4 of Esther, let’s reread this section and use our Listing Resource to note 

what we learn about Mordecai.  

» What kind of man is Mordecai? How does he go about dealing with hard things? 

» What characterizes his relationship with Esther (let’s also review Esther 2:7-11)? 

» Let’s use our Cross References Resource to see what we can learn about 

having/listening to wise counsel. Proverbs contains a lot of wisdom in this area. 

 Do we have a “Mordecai” in our lives? If so, how do we respond to wise 

counsel? 

 If we do not have a “Mordecai” in our lives, we can work towards building 

relationships with wise people willing to invest in us. We also need to remember 

to pay attention to The Counselor that God gave us. Let’s review John 16:5-15 

and Romans 8:26-28. What do we learn?  

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 5 

ESTHER’S GRACEFUL COURAGE 
 

Of all the things that Esther has faced this may be the hardest one yet. Let’s reread Esther 

chapter 4 one last time using our Listing Resource to note what we learn about Esther.  

» Now looking at the list we made, let’s slow down and camp out here. Let’s evaluate 

how Esther deals with this fresh, crashing blow.  

 What does Esther say and do? How does she deal with and process her 

emotions? How does she responsibly handle her resources?  How does she 

speak, discuss, and ask questions? How is she guided by wise counsel? 

 In what ways does Esther show courage? In what ways is she an example of 

what a beautiful and graceful woman looks like? 

 How do Esther’s actions give evidence to her relationship with God? 

 What stands out about verses 13-16? 

 If we had to write out a plan for dealing with hard things from Esther's 

example, what would it look like? 

» Let’s sum up what we learn from Esther by making a succinct list of Truths and turn 

them into a list of Applications. Which Truth and/or Application will we work into our 

lives starting today? 

 

Esther has faced a myriad of hard things - loss of family, life in a royal harem, and now the 

extermination of her people. It is not hard to imagine that so many of her expectations of 

what life “should” look like have not come to fruition. Instead of handing these unmet 

expectations with anger, we watch Esther exemplify wisdom, grace, and courage. May we 

choose today to follow Esther’s example and to deal with our hard things in a regal 

manner, as wise daughters of the King.  

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DISCIPLING HER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS   

& AND DISCIPLE-MAKERS 
 

» What stood out to you among the hard things our main characters are facing?  

 

» What hard things are you facing?  

 

» What did you learn about having an enemy?  

 

» Do you have a “Mordecai”? How have they helped you? How are you building 

relationships with wise people that are willing to invest in your life?  

 

» Has the Holy Spirit ever ‘counseled’ you? How so?  

 

» Are you dealing with anger? About what? What do you think God would have you 

start doing with that anger?  

 

» What stood out to you about how Esther handles this hard thing in her life?  

 

» What plan could you use when you are facing hard things?  
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WEEK FOUR 

 
 

“What life does to us depends on what life finds in us.” Warren Wiersbe 

 

As the action in our story ramps up this week, we will delve further into the lives of 

Esther and Haman. Both are slapped in the face with life, and both act out of the 

substance of their most intimate and personal selves. Each set an example for us to 

analyze, but which will survive and prosper and which will fade away? 

Reading for Week 4: Esther 5-6 

 

 
 

 

DAY 1 

AN OVERVIEW 
Let’s take some time to begin our week’s study by reading through Esther chapters 5-6. While 

we read, let’s use our KeyWord Resource to continue to mark: Esther, Haman, and Xerxes. 

Then, let’s use our Listing Resource to write out what we learn about each of our characters. 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAYS 2 & 3 

ACTING COURAGEOUSLY 
Before we jump into chapter 5, let’s remind ourselves how chapter 4 ended. 

» Let’s review 4:15-17 summarizing Esther’s words. What does Esther choose to do after 

Mordecai implores her to approach King Xerxes? Why does she choose to fast? 

 Let’s use our Word Study Resource for Fast (Strong’s #8884). What do we learn 

from the Hebrew definition and cross references? 

 Fasting has both Old Testament and New Testament applications. What do 

we learn from the following passages? Isaiah 58:1-12, Luke 4:1-2, Matthew 

6:16-18 

 Should fasting be a part of our lives? Let’s use our Truths and Applications 

Resources for what we’ve learned so far. 

 

Now, let’s delve into chapter 5 by going back through our lists about Esther and Xerxes we 

made on Day 1. 

» How would we describe Esther’s interaction with King Xerxes in 5:1-8?  

» What stood out to us about Esther’s words and actions? Did she fulfill what Mordecai 

said in 4:14? How? 

» The acts of our Queen here can only be described as courageous and bold, and 

they are an example to us as women of God. What else does God’s word say about 

being courageous? Let’s look up the following cross references and write down in 

our journals what we learn about living courageously. 

 Joshua 1:1-9, 1 Chronicles 28:20, Proverbs 24:10 (NIV), 1 Corinthians 15:58, 2 

Timothy 1:7 

» Reaching Further: Esther was also patient in her strategy - how? What does God’s 

word say about patience? Let’s find some cross references! 

» Let’s take a moment to be introspective. Where in our lives does God want us to 

courageously obey like Esther? What is our current “such a time as this”? What 

personal Truths and Applications should we be implementing even today? Let’s take 

time to prayerfully bring things before the Lord. 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 4 

ACTING PRIDEFUL 
Let’s go back through Esther 5:9-6:14 and group the verses together into sections. What is 

happening in each section? 

» Looking over our list we made about Haman, what stood out about his words and 

actions? How is he different from Esther and Mordecai? 

» The actions of Haman here can only be described as jealous and prideful. Does 

God’s word address jealousy and pride? Let’s look up the following cross references 

and write down in our journals what we learn. 

 Jealousy/Envy: Psalm 37:1-5, Proverbs 14:30 (NIV), James 3:14-16 

 Pride: Isaiah 2:12; Proverbs 11:2, 16:15,18-19; Romans 12:3-5; Philippians 2:3; 

James 4:6-10 

» Reaching Further: Let’s focus on Esther 5:13 and the sentiment Haman expresses. 

What do we think about his sum up? How does this reflect in our own lives? Current 

culture?  

» Let’s pause again to be introspective. Do we deal with being envious or prideful or 

both? Where? What personal Truths and Applications can we identify based on 

what we’ve learned in God’s Word? Let’s take time to prayerfully bring these things 

before the Lord. 

 

 

DAY 5 

HOW GOD ACTS 
Although God’s name isn’t mentioned in these chapters (really the whole book!), His 

character and actions are incredibly apparent.  

» Let’s read through chapters 5-6 once again, and this time let’s make a list of where 

we see the character and actions of God the Father. How do we see God work? 

» Focusing specifically on chapter 6, how did God take care of and honor Mordecai? 

 What does Psalm 27:14, Exodus 14:14, Deuteronomy 32:35-36, and Romans 

8:28 tell us about our Lord? How does it relate to what happened to 

Mordecai? 

» We will surely face circumstances that goad us towards seeking to exact our own 

judgment and revenge, but what should we choose to do? 
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 Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource here to go out into God’s Word and 

seek wisdom about judgment/revenge. What do we learn? 

» Let’s end our week again in prayerful introspection. Are we trusting the Lord to 

fight for us? Do we have faith in God’s outcome for our lives? That He is focused 

on our good? Or are we acting out of judgment and revenge? Let’s jot down the 

Truths and Applications the Holy Spirit is revealing to us. 

 

Our daily lives are the summation of moment by moment acts like these. We 

encounter good things, bad things, mundane things, incredible things, horrendous 

things, and eventually, we all have to act. This week we saw Haman act out of 

jealousy, pride, and revenge, but in contrast we saw Esther act out of courage, 

patience, and love for her people. Soon we will see the dividends of both their 

choices. In the meantime, let’s continue to be like Esther and act out of the Spirit of 

Christ who lives in and through us. 

 

 

DISCIPLING HER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS   

& AND DISCIPLE-MAKERS 
 

» What do you think about the Wiersbe quote? 

 

» Do you fast or will you now after this week? Why? 

 

» What about Esther’s actions and words stood out to you? 

 

» How would you define godly acts of courage in your own life? 

 

» What about Haman’s actions and words stood out to you? 

 

» Do you deal with jealousy, pride, or thoughts of revenge? How do you combat 

them? 

 

» What exemplified God’s character in the book of Esther so far? Specifically 

chapters 5 and 6? 

 

» How have you seen God act “behind the scenes” in your own life? 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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Life comes, circumstances come, and we have to make choices within these moments. 

Each and every one of these choices will have consequences. Even Sir Isaac Newton 

and his third law noticed this: for every action there is an equal and opposite reaction. 

 

Some of these consequences are good and a blessing, some are benign, and others are 

bitter, a curse. What will come of the choices that our main characters have made? 

What will be the repercussions of their actions and decisions? Let’s find out together.   

Reading for Week 5: Esther 7-8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DAY 1 
WHAT HAPPENS? 

Let’s begin our time in the Word by simply savoring the next chapters of this story. Let’s 

find a peaceful place, perhaps with a hot mug, and enjoy watching the hand of God 

work as we read Esther chapters 7-8. 

» Now, we can push up our sleeves and prepare to reap a harvest. Let’s read Esther 

chapters 7-8 again using our Key Word Resource to mark our main characters: 

Esther, Mordecai, Haman, and Xerxes.  

 

WEEK FIVE 
 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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» Let’s take a moment to sum up in our own words what happens in these two 

dramatic chapters. Are there any overarching Truths and/or Applications that 

stand out as we begin? 

 

DAYS 2 & 3 

ESTHER’S PLEA 
This entire narrative has been building up to this point, and our heroine’s stage is set. Let’s 

learn from her courageous request.  

» Using our Listing Resource, let’s note what we learn about Esther. What does she 

say and do? What are the responses to her actions and choices? 

» Let’s look closer at Esther 7-8:2. What specifically does Esther ask for? How does 

she go about asking for it? What events unfold following her request? 

» What happens in Esther 8:3-17? How does she approach King Xerxes to ask for 

what she needs? How do we see Esther again make her appeal? What is the 

result of this second request? 

Twice Esther must take up courage and approach the King to ask for what she and her 

people need. We can also ask for what we need. 

» Let’s look at some cross-references to see what God has to say about this: 

Matthew 7:7-12, Luke 18:1-8, Ephesians 6:18, James 1:6-8 and 4:3, and 1 John 5:15. 

What do we learn? 

» Let’s read Mark 10:35-45. Peter and John make a crazy request. What do they ask 

for? How does Jesus respond to them? How does this interaction change our 

perspective on asking for what we want?  

» Now, let’s take a few moments to get real. What do we need? What do we think 

we want? Let’s write out a prayer asking God for what we need and want, trusting 

in His goodness and sovereignty to answer our prayers in His wisdom.  

 

 

DAY 4 

CONTROLLING EMOTIONS 
Within these two chapters we have watched Esther experience very real emotions and 

also act with composure. What can we learn from Esther about walking life in this 

balance? 

 

http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
http://www.reachingher.com/her-resources/
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» Let’s quickly skim back through the book of Esther, noting in our journals what 

emotions Esther is feeling or displaying. 

» Have we ever felt these kinds of emotions? Over what? Before moving 

forward, let’s create a moment of stillness and evaluate what emotions we’ve 

been living with the past week, jotting down what comes to mind. 

» Now, looking back over our original list, how do we see Esther handle her 

emotions? In what way do we imagine the story of Esther would be different if 

she hadn’t control her emotions in a wise way? 

» Let’s turn to the Scripture to see what we can learn about God-given emotions 

and not being controlled by them. (There are many verses here and they are 

all heavily ladened with truth. Let’s do as many as we have time for.) Psalms 

37:7-8, Psalms 139:14, Proverbs 16:32, Proverbs 3:5-6, Isaiah 41:13, Matthew 

6:25-34, Galatians 5:13-23, Ephesians 6:10-20, 2 Timothy 1:7, James 5:13, and 2 

Peter 1:3-11. 

» What are the consequences of acting like Queen Esther, of wisely choosing 

when to express emotion and when to control emotional responses? What 

Truths and/or Applications do we need to meditate on or implement in our 

lives regarding how we manage our emotions?  

 

 

DAY 5 

HAMAN VERSUS MORDECAI 
Two more of our main characters have dramatic consequences that come to fruition 

in these chapters.  Using our Listing Resource, let’s note what we learn about Haman 

and Mordecai. 

» What happens in the life of Haman? What are the consequences of his 

actions and choices? 

» What happens in the life of Mordecai? What are the consequences of his 

actions and choices? 

» How do Haman’s and Mordecai’s choices affect others?  

» Looking at Haman and Mordecai, let’s compare and contrast their two stories. 

What is the main difference between them? 

» Let’s write out a sentence explaining how we continue to see the hand of 

God working behind the scenes in the life of Haman? In the life of Mordecai? 

 

  

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DISCIPLING HER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS   

& AND DISCIPLE-MAKERS 
 

» What do you think about the fact that all of our actions come with reciprocal 

consequences (good, benign, or bad)? Can you give an example of where you 

see this to be true in your life? 

 

» What did you learn about asking for what you need/want? How did you see Esther 

do this well? 

 

» What did you learn about controlling your emotions? Have you ever done this or 

not done this? What was the result? 

 

» What do you think the difference was between Haman and Mordecai? 

 

» What did you learn about God this week? 

 

Esther was Queen of Persia, Haman and Mordecai were both important men in her 

kingdom. Within each of their spheres of life, they made choices that reaped 

consequences. Death was the consequence of a life of Pride. While God brought 

about light, joy, gladness, and honor as a result of lives turned towards Him. Which 

way will we direct our lives? How will we make our choices knowing the eternal 

weight of them? Oh, let us turn our faces to the Lord, knowing “He will work all things 

together for good for those who love Him.” (Romans 8:28) 
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WEEK SIX 
 

Last week felt like a sigh of relief. Esther appealed to Xerxes on behalf of her 

people, and as a result, they were saved from death. Peace and joy must have 

flooded the four corners of the Persian Empire as the decree of salvation instead 

of destruction made its way to the Israelites. Victory was theirs, but the story isn’t 

quite over yet (and neither is ours). Let’s see what happens when victory comes. 
 

Reading for Week 6: Esther 9 - 10 

 

DAY 1 

LEGACIES 
We’ve reached the conclusion of our narrative, so let’s start our week’s study the 

same way we’ve tackled all the others. Let’s first do a thorough reading of chapters 

9-10. While we read, let’s use our Key Word Resource to continue to mark: Esther, 

Haman, Xerxes, and Mordecai. Then, let’s use our Listing Resource to write out what 

we learn about each of our characters. 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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Last week we saw the climax of our story as the Jews were saved through the actions of 

our courageous Queen while Haman was punished. But, what is to be the lasting 

legacy? 

» Let’s go back to our lists and write a sentence or two summary for each of our main 

characters. Based on the book of Esther, what is each of their outcomes?  

» Now, let’s add the Jews themselves - how would we describe their reactions, actions, 

legacy? 

 Are there already any major Truths and/or Applications for us here at the 

beginning of our week? 

 

DAYS 2 & 3 

LIVING VICTORIOUSLY 
It’s always great when the good guys are victorious, right? Living victoriously should be 

something inherent in the believer. So, what does God’s Word say about Victory?  

» Where do we see victory in the story of Esther, especially chapters 9-10? 

» Now, let’s spend some time in the following Cross References, writing down what the 

Spirit reveals about victory. 

 Deuteronomy 20:1-4, John 16:33, Romans 8:31-38, 1 Corinthians 15:54-58, 

James 1:12 

» Let’s take a moment to be introspective and jot some of these things down in our 

journals. Where are we experiencing Victory? How does an understanding of Victory 

affect the way we should live day to day? What Truths and Applications will we take 

with us about Victory? 

 

Let’s go back to Esther 8:17 and recall how the Jews reacted to their good news of 

salvation. How do they choose to celebrate? 

» Now, let’s go through chapters 9 and 10 and make a list of all we learn about this 

feast/holiday/celebration. What do we learn? 

» The Jewish holiday Purim is still celebrated today. Let’s do a reputable internet 

search on the holiday. What do we learn about Purim? 

» Why do we think Purim was established? Can we find anything in chapter 9 to help us 

understand why?  

 Is it important for New Testament believers to celebrate what God has done 

for us? How? Let’s use our Cross Reference Resource to gain some Biblical 

wisdom. 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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Now, it’s time to do some digging! Let’s read through all of chapter 9 while using our Key 

Words and Listing Resources.  

 

» First, let’s mark all the references to God (including you/your), the Fathers of Israel 

(including they), and the current nation of Israel (including us/we). 

 

» Then, let’s make a list of the significant characteristics and actions for each. (There 

are quite a few verses, but don’t get discouraged. This is an important step to 

gaining Truth for our week, so persevere!) 

 

 

DAY 4 

THE HAND OF GOD 
We mentioned in Week 4 that there is no outright mention of God in this whole text. That 

can seem really strange from the outset, but as we have studied, we’ve seen the hand of 

God intimately in the details of our story of Esther, Haman, Mordecai, and even Xerxes.  

» Let’s go back through the whole book of Esther. As we go through all we have 

studied, let’s make a list of where we see God’s character and actions. 

» Then, let’s choose 3-5 characteristics of God the Father from our list.  

 For each, let’s find 2-3 Cross References to help us understand our God a bit 

better. 

 Now, let’s apply the beauty of our heavenly Father to ourselves. Where do we 

see these characteristics in the details of our own lives? How does/should 

God’s character affect our thinking, our actions, our words, etc.? 

 

https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
https://www.reachingher.com/resources/
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DAY 5 

OUR SUM UP 
Before we leave our fair Queen Esther and the story of her people during the Diaspora, we 

want to take time to review and nail down the specific Truths and Applications the Holy 

Spirit would have us take with us. Let’s use the following chart of guiding questions to help 

us bring together all we have already studied. 

 

WEEK 1 Where was Esther? Where are you? 

WEEK 2 Who was Esther? Who are you? 

WEEK 3 What hard things did 

Esther encounter? 

What hard things are you encountering? 

WEEK 4 How did Esther act 

courageously? 

How are you acting? Courageously? Pridefully?  

WEEK 5 What choices did Esther 

make and what were 

the consequences? 

What choices are you making and what are the 

consequences? 

WEEK 6 Where did Esther find 

victory? 

Where are you finding victory? 

 

It’s been a sweet time we have shared in the book of Esther. Our queen provided us with a 

heroine that showed us the ability to truly balance the intricacies of life.  And she emerged 

victorious in the end. But, what an even greater pleasure to watch our God! Although 

seemingly in the background of the story, He wove the lives and circumstances of our main 

characters to enact a plan of salvation and restoration for His people. Doesn’t He do the 

same for us? Regardless of where we find ourselves, God is authoring all that surrounds us to 

His glory and to our good. 

 

“For if you keep silent at this time, relief and deliverance will rise for the Jews from another 

place, but you and your father’s house will perish. And who knows whether you have not 

come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14 
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DISCIPLING HER 
SUGGESTIONS FOR LEADERS   

& AND DISCIPLE-MAKERS 

 
» What outcomes of our main four characters stood out to you? 

 

» What did you learn about victory? 

 

» Where did you see the importance of celebration? Is celebration of victory 

important in the life of the believer? How? 

 

» Where did you see the character of God in the book of Esther? 

 

» Which of God’s characteristics do you see in the details of your own life? 

 

» Go back to the chart on Day 5. What did you learn? 

 

» What is going to be the main Truths/Applications you take away from Esther? 
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ALSO FROM REACHING HER... 
If you’re looking to continue digging deep into God’s Word, we would love to join you 

through some of our other studies! You can find all of the following at ReachingHer.com. 

 

» A Summer of Psalms Reading Guide 

» Titus: For the Grace of God Has Appeared 

» Ruth: In the Shadow of His Wings 

» Hosea: Dear Runaway Soul 

» Philippians: Make My Joy Complete 

» The Gospels: Becoming a Disciple of Jesus 

» The Gospels: Appointed and Equipped 

» The Gospels: The Costs of Discipleship 

» The Gospels: The Ultimate Sacrifice 

» Ezra: Arise and Rebuild 

» Esther: For Such a Time as This 

 

 

 

 


